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Making the School More Handicap Accessible
Student with disability and his fraternity brother help create change
    Meet Kenan Tutkan and 
George Koutsouradis: two 
brothers of Theta Xi frater-
nity that have been working 
closely with the university to 
make the school more acces-
sible for disabled students. 
The two led a tour for mem-
bers of the university be-
cause of their connection to 
the issue.
    Tutkan has cerebral palsy 
(CP), a condition which re-
sults in the loss or impair-
ment of motor function from 
brain damage, and is in a 
wheelchair because of his 
condition. Since fall 2014 
when Kenan joined Theta Xi, 
it has been the fraternity’s 
philanthropy to raise money 
and awareness about CP, 
which is why Koutsouradis 
wanted to help.
    Koutsouradis, a Board of 
Trustees member, said that 
he has been communicating 
with facilities over the past 
couple of months. This led to 
him and Tutkan giving Vice 
President of University Fa-
cilities Shawn Connolly and 
Vice President of the Stu-
dent Government Associa-
tion James Clark a tour of the 
school where handicap stu-
dents face issues due to the 
poorly accessible grounds.
    “We walked around and 
we figured out--obviously 
we can’t fix everything over-
night,” Koutsouradis said. 
“Where are the major im-
pact points? Kenan pulled 
us around and he pointed 
out all the areas. I just helped 
translate and help everyone 
understand where he is say-
ing it’s difficult.”
    Koutsouradis said they 
toured the school in October 
and within a month most 
of the major problem areas 
have been fixed.
    The university started by 
fixing the sidewalk area to 
access the handicap ramp to 
the second level of the Stu-
dent Center. The sidewalk 
didn’t have an off-ramp and 
there was a metal gate on the 
sidewalk. If Tutkan rolled on 
it the wrong way, the wheel-
chair would flip because it 
wasn’t properly weighted.
     The road between the Stu-
dent Center and Red Hawk 
Diner is still a risk because 
of the cracks. Koutsouradis 
Christina Urban| The Montclarion
Kenan Tutkan (left) and George Koutsouradis (right) pose inside of the Student Center.
    Montclair State University 
held an event officially wel-
coming a generous donation 
of $500,000 to the the Feliciano 
School of Business given by 
alumnus entrepreneur AJ Khu-
ban.
    The special event invited 
and encouraged students 
to participate in the contest 
funded by BulbHead.com 
to win its annual prize pool 
of $80,000 – $50,000 for first 
place, $20,000 for second 
place and $10,000 for third 
place.
    The event kicked off with 
free pizza for the students 
as the university’s mascot 
Rocky the Red Hawk danced 
through the crowd wearing a 
money-designed costume. 
Dennis Bone, director of the 
Feliciano Center for Entre-
preneurship, moderated the 
event and introduced the 
crowd of students to Mont-
clair State President Susan 
Cole and alumnus Khubani.
    Cole thanked all of the stu-
dents and Khubani for their 
continuous commitment to 
education and contribution 
to the university.
    “Our students at Montclair 
State University have a par-
ticular character to them,” 
Cole said. “They are not 
waiting for someone to hand 
them the world. They are 
ambitious innovators who 
are always ready to make 
their own way in the world.”
The School of Business has 
been prized for their innova-
tion with student entrepre-
neurs. The pitch competition 
gives students the opportu-
nity to show their innovative 
strengths and ideas in the an-
nual pitch competition.
    Khubani, who gradu-
ated 1984, helped establish 
the School of Business pitch 
competition and talked to 
the crowd of future student 
entrepreneurs about his jour-
ney of failures and successes 
as he ventured into the busi-
ness market. 
    Khubani explained how 
Montclair State helped him 
in venturing into the busi-
ness.
    “I was able to take all the 
skills I acquired at Montclair 
State, such as financing, mar-
keting, accounting and busi-
ness, and incorporate them 
into building my brand,” 
Khubani said.
    Khubani is the CEO and 
founder of TeleBrands, which 
is known for its “As Seen on 
TV” products, and its flag-
ship BulbHead brand. He ex-
pressed his desire to see what 
the students of Montclair 
State would achieve with the 
prize money award to the 
pitch competition this com-
ing May.
    Many students who lined 
up to receive flyers and docu-
mentation to register were 
excited and encouraged for 
the next step in the future of 
the program.
    Senior political science ma-
jor Katherine Demarco ex-
pressed her gratitude for the 
university and the program 
that helps guide students to 
wider educational platforms.
    “Even though I am not a 
business major or entrepre-
neur I am so happy the uni-
versity provides us with sup-
port and the opportunity to 
showcase our abilities,” De-
marco said. “Just having the 
opportunity makes a great 
difference.”
Tiffany Baskerville
Staff Writer
AJ Khubani presenting the check from Bulbhead.com to the Feliciano Center for Entrepreneurship. 
Photo courtesy of Montclair State University
Students have the opportunity to win up to $80,000 dollars in contest
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Saturday, Nov. 18
Red Hawk Diner: A patrol 
officer reported three males, 
two of which were students, 
attempted to enter the diner 
while displaying signs of in-
toxication. After speaking 
with the males, they were in-
structed to leave the diner.  A 
police report was filed based 
on the officer’s interaction 
with the males and the report 
will be sent to the Dean of Stu-
dents Office for further action.
Thursday, Nov. 30
Bohn Hall: 18-year-old female 
resident student, Kate M. Her-
nandez of Roselle Park, New 
Jersey was arrested for simple 
assault.  Hernandez slapped 
another female resident stu-
dent in the face during an 
altercation.  Hernandez was 
processed and released with a 
Clifton Municipal Court date.
Tuesday, Nov. 14
Social Media: A female stu-
dent reported that her social 
media accounts had been 
hacked and her ex-boyfriend, 
who is a non-student, is the 
possible suspect. She stated 
she had filed previous reports 
with other law enforcement 
agencies  and is filing a report 
with university police be-
cause her accounts keep get-
ting compromised.  This inci-
dent is under investigation.
Disability: The university will continue to fix roads and pathways for disabled people
Continued from page 1
Sunday, Nov. 19 
NJ Transit: A male resident 
student reported that three 
males had struck him on the 
side of the face and stole his 
book bag while on the top 
floor. NJ Transit Police were 
contacted and are actively in-
vestigating the incident with 
the help of university police. 
A campus-wide alert was sent 
to notify the campus commu-
nity of the incident.  
Wednesday, Nov. 29
Hawk Crossings: A female 
resident student reported that 
she and her ex-boyfriend, 
a non-student, were argu-
ing over a gift exchange of 
shoes. After speaking with all 
parties involved, the proper 
shoes were given back to the 
rightful owners.  The female 
student’s ex-boyfriend left 
campus and she did not wish 
to pursue criminal charges or 
a temporary restraining order 
at this time.
Friday, Dec. 1
Whitman Hall: Patrol offi-
cers responded to a report of 
a verbal dispute between two 
female roommates.  It was de-
termined that the roommates 
could not get along, even after 
multiple attempts to mediate 
their situation with Residence 
Life.  One of the female resi-
dents agreed to move to emer-
gency housing for the night 
until the situation could be re-
solved by Residence Life and 
the Dean of Students Office.
said the cracks in roads and 
sidewalks for wheelchairs 
are like potholes to cars. A 
popped tire could cost Tutkan 
around $100.
    Other areas fixed include 
some of the sidewalk near 
Blanton Hall, an off-ramp 
leading to the Student Recre-
ation Center that was practi-
Kenan Tutkan and George Koutsouradis show where the university still needs improvement to make the school 
more accessible.
cally impossible for Tutkan to 
use beforehand and the path 
leading into Dickson Hall’s 
main entrance. One of the ar-
eas that Tutkan and Koutsou-
radis said that they brought 
attention to that has not gotten 
fixed yet is an unleveled side-
walk near the Student Center 
and University Hall.
    Tutkan said his goal was 
to improve areas that would 
have majorly impacted every-
one who needs handicap ac-
cess.
    “I’m trying to find every spot 
that I can find for other people 
besides myself,” Tutkan said.
Christina Urban| The Montclarion
“I’m trying to find every spot 
that I can find for other 
people besides myself.” 
- Kenan Tutkan, English major
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Special Friends Day
Recreation center transformed into a winter wonderland
More than 100 friends with 
special needs paired up with 
two volunteering “buddies” 
each for an activity-packed 
afternoon at the 
annual event hosted by the 
Student Recreation Center.
Special friends could 
participate in 
swimming, Stuff-a-
Plush making, face 
painting, dancing, 
watching a juggling 
show and more.
Christina Urban| The Montclarion
Christina Urban| The Montclarion Christina Urban| The Montclarion
Christina Urban| The Montclarion
Christina Urban| The Montclarion
Recreation Center workers spent nearly eight hours creating the Winter Wonderland wall.
Special friend Jack Sweeney poses with his buddy volunteer Carli Danduone. Special friends could get their faces painted by volunteers.
The Student Recreation Center provided many activities for special friends.
Special friend Summi Muzamil and buddy Ishmael Cruz create a stuffed penguin animal together.
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Social Media Manager
Stomping the Stigma 
Students in advocacy class run an event on mental health
Lucia Rubi Godoy
Web Editor
    Provost Willard Gingerich 
announced in the last sen-
ate meeting that the fresh-
man to sophomore retention 
rate dropped to 80 percent 
from a low 80s percent-
age since last fall during the 
university’s November sen-
ate meeting, which is the 
lowest rate in many years.
    Gingerich said that ap-
proximately 20 percent of 
the students who did not re-
turn this fall had grade point 
averages of 3.0 or higher.
    “I know a lot of friends of 
mine came here their first year 
because they didn’t make it 
into their top choice school, 
so once they did the first year 
[and] got some gen eds out of 
the way, then they went to the 
school that they wanted,” said 
senior family and child studies 
major Adriana Castro. “This is 
like a halfway point, so they 
could start in university as 
opposed to community col-
lege, and then they could go to 
the school that they wanted.” 
    
    Although there could have 
been several reasons for fresh-
men to leave after their first 
year, Gingerich said the statis-
tics found by the university did 
not include gender and ethnic-
ity to be a factor in the decision.
    “We did determine that 
gender and background ap-
parently had nothing to do 
with it,” Gingerich said. “It 
does have to do with finan-
cial aid, and it does have to 
do with first generation col-
lege students. It does have 
to do with folks who weren’t 
ready for college and struggle. 
All of those things, you could 
say, were fairly obvious.”
    Senior psychology ma-
jor Javier Lopez said some 
of his freshmen friends left 
Montclair State because 
they focused more on hav-
ing fun than doing work.
    “I have a lot of friends 
that came to Montclair the 
first year and they thought 
it was like what they saw on 
TV, so they partied, and they 
slacked off in their grades,” 
Lopez said. “Then they 
failed out eventually, and 
they just didn’t come back.”
    Another student, sopho-
more production design major 
Kayla Chang, said reasoning 
behind the drop could be that 
sometimes students realize 
college is just not for them.
    “A lot of kids in high school 
are pushed to go to college 
and a lot of people don’t un-
derstand that there are other 
options than college like trade 
school or the military,” Chang 
said. “I think a lot of people re-
alize that after their first year.”
    Students and professors 
gathered in the School of 
Communication and Media 
Presentation Hall for Stomp 
the Stigma, an event that pro-
vided education and resources 
on treating mental health.
    The event held on Wednes-
day, Dec. 6, was put together 
by an upper-level communica-
tion class, Theory and Practice 
of Advocacy. The students 
worked throughout the se-
mester with Counseling and 
Psychological Services (CAPS) 
and Montclair State Univer-
sity’s chapter of Active Minds, 
which is a student-run organi-
zation that focuses on raising 
awareness of mental health.
    The event featured three 
videos made by Montclair 
State students that stressed 
the importance of mental 
health for college students.
    The panel discussion fea-
tured Associate Professor 
Dr. Christopher McKinley, 
art therapist Dr. Cindy Nel-
son and CAPS psychologist 
Dr. Sudha Wadhwani. They 
talked about depression, anxi-
ety, managing stress and art 
therapy as an alternative solu-
tion to improve mental health.
 McKinley and Wadh-
wani spoke about how so-
cial media influences peo-
ple’s mental health status.
    “Anything can go viral now,” 
Wadhwani said. “Social me-
dia can impact your social and 
performance anxiety and it’s 
even more critical to take care 
of yourself. Not just in physi-
cal ways, but also in a way 
that you speak to yourself.”
    Professor Philip Bakelaar 
drew a graphic recording, 
which visualized the topics the 
panelists discussed on a large 
drawing paper. He told stu-
dents that the drawing is more 
of a “visual realization” and 
can reveal a deeper meaning.
    The audience was encour-
aged to ask questions for the 
panelists along with entering 
in a contest. They were in-
structed to take pictures of the 
event and post them on so-
cial media using the hashtag 
“#StompTheStigmaMSU.” 
At the end of the discussion, 
three winners were selected 
for posting the best picture.
   Students mainly attended 
the event as a colloquium for 
the major requirement. There 
were several students who 
attended because they had 
personal connections with 
the topic of mental health.
    “I’m a part of a group 
called Q-Bility where we have 
weekly discussions about be-
ing queer with a disability, so 
I would like to see the panel-
ists talk about mental health 
issues in the LGBTQ commu-
nity,” said Joanne Weigel, a 
senior public relations major.
     Cyrus Segura, a senior film-
making major, felt inspired by 
the event to propose a curricu-
lum requirement regarding 
the mental health of students.
    “I talked about this with 
my girlfriend, but what if 
there were mental health 
awareness classes that stu-
dents had to take either here 
in college or in high school?” 
Segura said. “So many peo-
ple probably feel alone, and 
there should be more atten-
tion in helping these people.”
Therese Sheridan| The Montclarion
Therese Sheridan| The Montclarion
Therese Sheridan| The Montclarion
“It does have to 
do with folks 
who weren’t 
ready for col-
lege and strug-
gle. All of those 
things, you 
could say, were 
fairly obvious.”
- Provost
 Willard Gingerich
Students who created the project pose for a selfie with professor Thomas Franklin after the event. 
Panelists talked about breaking the stigma of mental health.
Students could color posters for a chance to win a T-shirt if they posted it on social media with the hashtag 
#StompTheStigmaMSU.
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Montclair State University is offering a series of free public events – lectures, discussions, film 
screenings and panels – to explore the differing perspectives on artificial intelligence and robotics 
in Japanese and Western cultures. The program also focuses on the philosophical questions posed by 
robotics, the history of “intelligent machines” and New Jersey’s role in the development of artificial 
intelligence.
Organized by:
Montclair State University’s College of Science and Mathematics, Harry A. Sprague Library, Office of International Engagement, 
College of Humanities and Social Sciences, WMSC Radio, Louis Stokes Alliance for Minority Participation (LSAMP) and the Center for 
Community Engagement.
This series was made possible by a grant from the New Jersey Council for the Humanities, a state partner of the National 
Endowment for the Humanities. Any views, findings, conclusions or recommendations expressed in this series do not 
necessarily represent those of the National Endowment for the Humanities or the New Jersey Council for the Humanities. 
Additional Support has been provided by the Montclair Public Library, Montclair History Center, FIRST Mid-Atlantic Robotics Teams, 
Montclair Society of Engineers, Laboratory Robotics Interest Group (LRIG) Mid-Atlantic Chapter and Montclair TV34.
The Contrasting Visions of  
Artificial Intelligence and Robotics  
in Japanese and Western Cultures
A Series of Lectures, Films and Special Events
FALL 2017:  
October 16 –  
December 7
For more information please call 973-655-4428 or 
visit montclair.edu/csam/roboto-san
For detailed directions visit: montclair.edu/about-montclair/directions
Roboto-San
Montclair State University is offering a series of FREE PUBLIC EVENTS – lectures, 
discussions, film screenings and panels – to explore the differing perspectives on artificial 
intelligence and robotics in Japanese and Western cultures. The progra  also focuses 
on the philosophical questions posed by robotics, the history of “intelligent machines” 
and New Jersey’s role in the development of artificial intelligence.
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Engagement, College of Humanities and Social Sciences, WMSC 
Radio, Louis Stokes Alliance for Minority Participation (LSAMP) and 
the Cent r for Community E gage en .
Additional Support has been provided by the Montclair Public Library, Montclair History Center, FIRST Mid-Atlantic Robotics Teams, Montclair Society of 
Engineers, Laboratory Robotics Interest Group (LRIG) Mid-Atlantic Chapter and Montclair TV34.
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Thursday, D cember 7, 7:00 p.m.
The Fu ure of Robots & Robotics: A Multicultural Perspective
Montclair St e University, C nt r f r Enviro mental and Life 
Sciences (CELS), Room 120, Montclair, Lecture, Dr. Takeo 
K a e (Carnegie Mellon University)
 
Expand your horizons…
 
…Study Abroad 
 
Make an appointment with the 
Study Abroad Advisor at: 
studyabroad@montclair.edu 
Office of International Engagement 
Student Center Annex, Room 207 
Find out more by visiting
www.tcnj.edu/gradstudies
Or call 609.771.2300
Graduate Studies
It’s your move.
|TCNJ Leads the Way
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Customers wait in line to order their Playa Bowl fixings. 
The new store on 28 S. Park St. in Montclair New Jersey is bigger than Playa Bowls' older location.
Playa Bowls serves many different smoothie-based treats including the Goji bowl.
Christina Urban
News Editor
       Playa Bowls, the hot spot for students 
to grab their smoothie bowl fixings of acai, 
pitaya, greens, toppings and more, recently 
moved from their old downtown Montclair 
site to a bigger location on 28 S. Park St, while 
their old location on Church Street remains a 
different smoothie bowl place.
     The owners of Playa Bowls, Robert Gi-
uliani and Abby Taylor, continue their Ha-
waiian-inspired style at their new downtown 
spot with beach decor, such as a surfboard 
table surrounded by a bohemian-pillowed 
bench and a tropical plant mural hand-paint-
ed by Taylor.
     Carina Duffy, manager and brand ambas-
sador at the new store, said they have many 
student customers, so they offer a 10 percent 
discount if students show school identifica-
tion.
     "Montclair has always been a really cool 
area," Duffy said. "[Rob and Abby] are re-
ally, really particular in where they want to 
open in terms of location being a huge rea-
son to the success of a company. You want to 
make sure you are in a good spot, and with 
the [Montclair State] university right here, 
students love this stuff. It's something fresh, 
it's something new, it's healthy, it's good for 
you. We offer deals with the students all of 
the time."
     Duffy said Playa Bowls is also interested 
in working with school organizations and 
charities for fundraising.
"It's really nice that they offer different events 
and promotions for college students," said 
sophomore psychology major Giulia Santisi.
Santisi said she likes the Nutella bowls with 
almond butter on top.
     "It satisfies my sweet tooth, but it's not as 
unhealthy as getting a cupcake," Santisi said.
         Another student, junior psychology ma-
jor Francesca Mecionis, thought the discount 
offered is great.
     "I feel like this is an up and coming thing, 
the fruit bowls," Mecionis said. "It is pretty 
expensive. You can go and get like a $10 
bowl, but if there is a discount, even if it's 
only a dollar or two, that adds up over time."
     Mecionis said she has only been to the 
company's older location in Montclair and 
loves the Nutella bowls offered. She likes 
that Playa Bowls gives discounts to students.
    "I think the old one was pretty small and 
there really wasn't a lot of parking," Mecionis 
said. "The other location has more accessibil-
ity."
    Caira Abdelrahman, a Montclair State stu-
dent and previous employee for Playa Bowls 
when it was on Church Street, said the reason 
for the move was because of managing issues 
and the store being the most successful of the 
franchise.
     "Playa Bowls is a very well known acai 
shop and within a year made a successful 
debut on Church Street in Montclair," said 
Abdelrahman, who remains an employee at 
the previous location which is now rebrand-
ed as Sweet Berry Bowls. "In the beginning 
it was fun working for them as we instantly 
became the most successful store that year, 
but as time went on, to me it seemed to cause 
frustration to the owners who now opened 
up the new location on Park Street."
       Frankie Lo Piccolo, partner at Sweet Berry 
Bowls, confirmed that the owners of Sweet 
Berry Bowls parted with the Playa Bowl 
brand and rebranded for "business reasons."
      As far as Duffy knows, she said the space 
was more of what they were looking for as 
far as being bigger and more accessible and 
that was the reason behind the move. Duffy 
said they are not affiliated in any way with 
Sweet Berry Bowls which is currently at Pla-
ya Bowl's previous location.
    Along with the expansion of its franchise, 
Playa Bowls will soon be serving new menu 
options like Poke Bowls, which Duffy said is 
Hawaiian-styled sushi.
     Playa Bowls opened their first location in 
Belmar, New Jersey and has since expanded 
to more than 20 locations on the East Coast. 
Customers often publish pictures of their 
aesthetically pleasing bowls served with the 
Instagram hashtag, #GoBowlsDeep.
Students #GoBowlsDeep 
 Smoothie bowl eatery Playa Bowls gets new location
"I feel like 
this is an up 
and coming 
thing-- the fruit 
bowls."
- Francesca Mecionis, junior 
psychology major
Christina Urban |  The  Montclarion
Christina Urban |  The  Montclarion
Co-owner, Abby Taylor, creates everything visually for Playa Bowls stores and 
hand-painted the wall in the new store.
Christina Urban | The  Montclarion
Christina Urban | The  Montclarion
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The Hijacking of Students' Brains
The power of smartphones
Danielle Oliveira
Staff  Writer
       If you sit anywhere on 
campus and wait just a few 
seconds, you will notice al-
most everyone is on their 
smartphone or has one in 
their hand. Although this phe-
nomenon has evolved into a 
mundane part of life, studies 
suggest that it is anything but 
ordinary and has more serious 
repercussions than we could 
have ever anticipated.
     No one can deny the practi-
cality and usefulness of smart-
phones. We can email, text and 
remain updated on current 
events with just one click of a 
button. All in all, smartphones 
have knit us closer together as 
a community while helping us 
with everyday tasks.
     However, just how depen-
dent have we become on these 
devices? And more impor-
tantly, how does increasing 
dependence impact us and 
our society?
      According to Apple data, 
the average owner utilizes 
their device approximately 80 
times a day. That means your 
eyes dart across the glossy 
screen nearly 30,000 times 
throughout the year.
     To put it simply, we have 
cultivated a strong dependen-
cy on these devices as a soci-
ety. It's a dependency which 
could be classified as a form of 
addiction.
     “I’m on my phone all day 
every day,” said Angelina Sa-
marelli, a senior gender sexu-
ality and women studies ma-
jor. “If I don’t have it, I get 
anxious.”
     Besides Samarelli, other 
Montclair State University 
students additionally noticed 
compulsive tendencies toward 
their smartphone devices.
     “Recently, I had to delete In-
stagram because I was on it all 
the time,” said Jess Petronzi, 
an undeclared freshman. “So-
cial media is toxic.”
     Ryan Patterson, a senior 
English major, could not agree 
more.
     “Whenever I’m bored I’ll 
go on social media when I 
could be doing something 
else. That’s why I’ll try to only 
use my phone for work," Pat-
terson said. "But even then, 
it's hard. If my phone is in 
my pocket I’ll check it for no 
reason. Or I’ll feel more com-
pelled to check it if it buzzes.”
     According to an article 
published in the Journal of 
the Association for Consumer 
Research, Dr. Adrian Ward, 
a cognitive psychologist and 
marketing professor at the 
University of Texas at Aus-
tin, suspected that “our at-
tachment to our phones has 
grown so intense that their 
mere presence might diminish 
our intelligence.”
     In a research study he con-
ducted, Ward recruited 520 
undergraduate students at the 
University of California San 
Diego and distributed tests. 
Although the tests remained 
the same, Ward asked some 
of the students to either place 
their phones in front of them, 
in their pockets or in an entire-
ly different room.
     “As the phone’s proxim-
ity increased, brainpower de-
creased,” Ward wrote in his 
article.
     Meaning, the students whose 
phones were in plain view re-
ceived the worst scores, while 
those whose phones were lo-
cated in a different room re-
ceived better scores. Students 
whose phones were concealed 
in their pockets received me-
dian scores.
     “Smartphones produce 
a welter of distractions that 
make it harder to concentrate 
on a difficult problem or job,” 
Ward further elaborated in his 
article. “The division of atten-
tion impedes reasoning and 
performance.”
     Aside from Ward, others 
further assert these findings, 
like Joseph Abramson, a re-
search analyst for a New York 
hedge fund.
     “A 2015 study conducted by 
the Journal of Experimental 
Psychology found that when 
people’s phones beep or buzz 
while they’re in the middle of 
a challenging task, their focus 
wavers, and their work gets 
sloppier—whether they check 
the phone or not,” Abramson 
reported in his article.
     Although smartphones 
are negatively impacting our 
brains by simulating addiction 
and decreasing our reasoning 
skills, they’re also hindering 
our communication abilities.
     “The whole point of com-
munication is to make sure 
that we mutually understand 
one another,” said Dr. Mere-
dyth Krych Appelbaum, a 
cognitive psychologist and 
Montclair State professor who 
studies the psychology of lan-
guage and human interaction.
     “The concern is that if peo-
ple are spending so much time 
on the phone and are not as 
attuned to certain social cues, 
that it might end up harming 
the ability to communicate ef-
fectively in face-to-face situa-
tions,” Appelbaum said.
     Appelbaum went on to de-
scribe something called “The-
ory of Mind,” which explores 
people who spend dispro-
portionate quantities of time 
focusing on non-interactive 
things and how that affects 
their performance in social 
tests.
     “So, if someone spends too 
much time on Facebook read-
ing about interactions and not 
enough time actually inter-
acting with other people, you 
could imagine over time with 
less practice they’ll get less 
adept at being socially compe-
tent,” Appelbaum said.
     Therefore, people's ability 
to effectively communicate in 
face-to-face situations de-
creases. This is something that 
college students, like Petronzi, 
notice as well.
     “Whenever I go out to lunch, 
all of my friends are always on 
their phones," Petronzi said. 
"It really ruins our communi-
cation."
     However, social competency 
is not the only aspect of com-
munication which is at stake 
                                                                                        Danielle Oliveira |  The  Montclarion
An iPhone 4S (left) and iPhone 7 (right) leaning against an iPhone box. 
here. Smartphone dependency 
additionally raises concerns of 
communicative misinterpreta-
tion.
     “Think about all that you miss 
with texting, instant messaging, 
or comments," Appelbaum said. 
"You strip out the tone of voice. 
Tone of voice is really important 
because it gives you the inten-
tion.”
     For instance, one friend who 
is excited can send a text with an 
exclamation point. But, the other 
friend who is receiving the text 
can interpret the exclamation 
point as anger or frustration.
     Ultimately, you could have 
two good friends who could get 
into an argument simply be-
cause one misinterpreted what 
the exclamation point meant. If 
they heard the voice and saw 
their friend’s social cues, like 
their face and hand gestures, 
they would have understood 
more of what the intention was.
     “Whenever you’re commu-
nicating more substantive issues 
through the phone, that’s when 
you could have more room for 
miscommunication,” Appel-
baum said. “This could have 
huge ramifications, especially if 
you’re misinterpreted.”
     The birth of the smartphone 
has embedded its own highs and 
lows into everyday society. But 
ask yourself, "How far has my 
dependency gone and how is it 
impacting me on a day-to-day 
basis?"
     As Appelbaum said, “any dis-
tractions related to the phone is 
secondary.”
           Danielle Oliveira |  The  Montclarion
Undeclared freshman Jess Petronzi caught outside of University Hall busy 
on her phone.
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Saying Goodbye To Beloved Director
John Delate
Executive Director of Residence Life John Delate (right), his wife Caroline (left) and their two children Katharine and Elias.   Photo courtesy of Mike Peters
Jeremy Wall
Staff  Writer
     For the last four years, Executive Director 
of Residence Life John Delate has had a huge 
impact on Montclair State University's com-
munity. This makes his soon-to-be departure, 
which is set for sometime in January, that much 
more upsetting.
    “It’s almost like I feel like a student," Delate 
said. "[As if] I came as a freshman and now I’m 
graduating maybe a semester later."
      From co-teaching with legendary motiva-
tional speaker Dr. Robert Gilbert to becoming 
developer and facilitator of Montclair State's 
Person Empowerment Leadership Series, De-
late has dedicated a lot of his time to the cam-
pus.
    “In [these] four years, I just came to love the 
community here,” Delate said. “What I’ll miss 
the most is the people. The students have al-
ways been so kind and gracious to me, and 
they have been wonderful employees in the 
department."
     However, his biggest and most notorious 
role is executive director of Residence Life. Af-
ter four years of working with the department 
and the rest of the campus community, Delate 
will be leaving.
     “It’s really sad to see him go,” said Kate 
Braunstein, WMSC news director and junior 
communication and media arts major. “He’s 
helped so many students on this campus feel at 
home, and he always stood up for any injustice 
he saw.”
     According to Vice President for Student De-
velopment and Campus Life Dr. Karen Pen-
nington, four years is the average length of stay 
for someone with that occupation.
    “As administrators, we all leave," Penning-
ton said. "With faculty, the job isn't to come and 
stay forever. The job is to come, stay for a few 
years and then to move on to a higher-level po-
sition."
     Prior to becoming employed at Montclair 
State in August 2013, Delate spent 12 years 
working for Purchase College. While working 
for Purchase, he held a number of leadership 
roles, such as chapter president, director of the 
Professional Enrichment Program, associate 
dean of Student Affairs, to Purchase's director 
of Residence and Student Life. 
    Before landing a position here, journalism 
professor Tara George knew Delate. They both 
worked together at Purchase College.
     "John at Purchase was the same as he is here 
at Montclair State: an all-around nice guy who 
goes out of his way to help students and fac-
ulty alike,” George said. “Legions of my jour-
nalism students both at Purchase and here have 
pestered him for interviews and he is always 
accommodating. I'm really happy for him, but 
I'm so sad he's leaving us."
    It was the opportunity to work at a bigger 
school that was knocking on his door. This mo-
tivated Delate to move with his family to New 
Jersey and work for the Red Hawk community.
   “I always looked forward [to] an opportu-
nity to work at a large university," Delate said. 
"I have worked at a small institution college for 
a number of years and I wanted to get a greater 
experience with a larger university. I’ve known 
about [Montclair State] since I was a kid. When 
the opportunity arose, I applied and was hired 
here.”
The executive director grew up in Delaware 
and always had great regard for Montclair 
State.
    “There are multiple opportunities at the uni-
versity level that aren't always afforded at a 
smaller college,” Delate said.
   Delate’s next role will be back in the SUNY 
College system at Monroe Community College 
in New York. His new position will be the asso-
ciate vice president of Student Services where 
he will be doing the things he enjoys, such as 
connecting departments together, creating 
greater collaborations and providing seamless 
services to students.
    “It’s a larger position and larger role," Delate 
said. "I move beyond residence life and will be 
working with a number of different units in the 
student affairs area.”
     His wife and their two kids, Katharine and 
Elias, will be moving back to New York with 
him.
    “We have cherished our time at Montclair," 
said Delate's wife Caroline. "Katharine and 
Elias have attended excellent schools, John has 
loved his job at Residence Life, and I have made 
many friends here. We are grateful to [Mont-
clair State] for this wonderful opportunity, and 
now we are excited about our new adventure."
    While a replacement has not been made 
yet for the executive director, the university 
will continue to look for one in the upcoming 
weeks.
    “We will do our best to hire someone who 
will serve our students in just as good of a way 
as he did,” Pennington said.
Contact montclarionfeature@gmail.com for more information
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Babee Garcia
Entertainment Editor
      An artificial tree stands tall in Judy 
Culque's living room with a toy train 
track surrounding it. The aroma of 
homemade hot chocolate fills the air as 
a Peruvian fruit cake sits on the kitchen 
counter. It is the most wonderful time of 
the year again for Culque's family when 
everyone exudes the spirit of Christmas 
through the interior and exterior of their 
home in Clifton, New Jersey.
      "Christmas is a time to feel blessed 
and be surrounded by family," said Cul-
que, a junior psychology major.
Culque is a part-time student by day and 
a loving mother and wife by night. Every 
year, she looks forward to celebrating the 
holiday season with her husband Jose 
Ore, her mother-in-law Maria Vilchez 
and her two sons 11-year-old Jeremy and 
5-year-old Ethan.
     Ore, a merchandiser for Coca-Cola, 
and Culque have been together for 22 
years. For them, Christmas is a spectacu-
lar occasion because it is a time that they 
can come together as a team to decorate 
their house and tree.
        Culque stated that her love for Christ-
mas started in her home country of Peru. 
As a young girl, she remembers using 
sparklers in her hand to create little cir-
cles as well as engaging in Christmas tra-
ditions. Peruvians' Christmas traditions 
are similar to those in the U.S. with the 
exchange of gift giving and decorating 
a tree. However, now that she is in the 
U.S., she also brings out a statue of baby 
Jesus to place next to their Christmas tree 
or on top of the living room table.
     In the past, Culque's family has pur-
chased real trees from Home Depot. 
However, since the trees quickly started 
to dry by Christmas time, they decided 
to use a fake one for the second consecu-
tive year. They reuse the same decora-
tions from previous years such as the 
children's homemade ornaments from 
school. Ethan was also chosen to place 
the star on top of the tree, which is an 
honor given to him as the youngest sib-
ling. 
     The family goes to their photographer 
Edwin Oliva, who determines a Christ-
mas-themed photo shoot for their holi-
day pictures.
       Last year's theme of the holiday 
photo consisted of a large red bike with 
ornaments around the room as the fam-
ily dressed in blue jeans and red plaid 
shirts. This year's theme was "Christmas 
In Candyland," with the family hanging 
candy canes on their Christmas tree.
Judy also mentions that her oldest son 
Jeremy knows the truth about Santa 
Claus but hopes that he will not reveal 
it to his younger brother Ethan. Eventu-
ally, as Ethan gets older, she hopes that 
he will discover the truth on his own.
     "Ethan is always telling me, 'Mom we 
should get milk and cookies for Santa,'" 
Culque said.
     While Ethan might not know the 
truth about Santa Claus, both he and his 
brother made a wish list for Christmas 
this year.
     "For Christmas, I want a 'Funtime 
Freddy' or 'Minecraft' plushie," Jeremy 
said. "I love Legos too because I love to 
be creative in making cars and robots. A 
cardboard game is cool too to play with 
the family."
      Jeremy also revealed that he believes 
that both he and Ethan have been equal-
ly naughty and nice. They have had their 
moments of fighting and getting into 
trouble together.
      On Ethan's Christmas list, he asked 
Santa for a "Super Mario Audacity" por-
table game and a few "Paw Patrol" toys. 
Culque and Ore want to try to make sure 
"Santa Claus" brings both their sons the 
toys that they so desperately want. Their 
sons are always happier with a pair of 
toys than with money or clothes.
"One time, Ethan got a gift card [from 
Santa Claus] and started crying when 
other kids at day care were getting toys," 
Culque said.
      However, for this family, it is more 
than just wanting to make their sons 
happy. It is about the reactions of their 
sons as they receive the gifts, too.
"To me, it does not matter the quality of 
the toy as long as they get one," Ore said. 
"Their expressions are priceless."
A Peruvian Family's Christmas:
Meet Judy Culque and her family 
The family's photographer suggested a "Christmas in Candyland" 
theme for this year's Christmas photo shoot.
   Photo courtesy of Edwin Oliva
   Photo courtesy of Judy Culque
   Photo courtesy of Edwin Oliva
   Photo courtesy of Edwin Oliva
Judy Culque's sons are momma's boys, and she thought it would be funny to have them all gang up on her 
husband for this photo.
Judy Culque (left) poses with her husband Jose Ore (center) and their sons Jeremy 
(center), Ethan (right) and her mother-in-law Maria (right).  
The decorations in the Culques' front yard. 
Judy's family has an artificial Christmas tree for the second consecutive year with a 
train track surrounding it.
   Photo courtesy of Judy Culque
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Pimp My Mug
Students design crafty mugs at the Rathskeller
Students take a break from finals to 
destress by creating winter-themed 
mugs in the Rathskeller Cafe on Dec. 
1. All students were offered supplies 
completely free of charge as the event 
was sponsored by Weekends at Mont-
clair (WAM) and Commuter Student 
Programs & Services. 
   Photos by Sunah Choudhry
Megha Guglani, a freshman business management and information technology major, laughs and enjoys her time at the event.
A student decorating her mug with purple snowflakes and hearts.
Maithili Patel, a biology and dance major, helping Megha Guglani fix the design 
on her mug.
A student's mug decorated with snowflakes and a Christmas tree to get into the holiday spirit.
"I love this event because I 
can sit down with my friends 
and enjoy some time with 
them while we design our 
cups." 
-  Megha Guglani, Freshman Business Management 
and Information Technology major
Salmah Hassan and Nourhan Elsayed, two freshmen majoring in 
both biology and biochemistry, enjoying their time at the event.
Help Wanted Help Wanted
$25-35 / CHINESE SPEAKING TUTOR NEEDED
I am looking to hire a part time tutor to continue my 
Chinese Studies. The tutor should be proficient in both 
English and Mandarin. The primary emphasis would 
be conversing in Mandarin to further to enhance 
conversation abilities. Would like to have 1-2 lessons/
week, each being two hours. Lessons would take place 
nights after 6pm, ideally at home in nearby Wayne, 
NJ. Transportation provided if necessary as well. The 
purpose of my studies is to become fluent in Chinese 
as I am a business professional in an industry where 
the ability to speak Mandarin is a big asset. I have been 
studying a for a few years so I would be considered to 
be at an Intermediate level. My most recent tutor re-
turned to China upon graduation from MSU.  Pay rate 
starts at $25 per hour and would go up to $35 per hour 
based on your experience level in teaching others. If 
interested, please email kevinm528@optonline.net
PART TIME CASHIER NEEDED / MONTCLAIR
Nicolo’s Italian Bakery & Deli in Montclair is looking 
for a friendly, outgoing, quick learner to work part 
time as a cashier in our busy bakery.  Responsibilities 
include taking care of customers and light cleaning. 
Weekday hours are very flexible. Saturday & Sunday 
hours are a must. If interested, please email resume to: 
zook327@hotmail.com or call: 
973-454-4861
AFTER-SCHOOL SITTER / MONTCLAIR
We are looking for a sitter for our daughter (age 13) for 
after-school hours (2:00 – 5:30 pm) Monday – Friday. 
Responsibilities include picking up from school, driv-
ing to and from practices and helping with home-
work. Please be willing to hang out, have fun and 
be comfortable with small dogs. Occasional driving 
for our 16 year old son as well. Clean driving record 
and your own car needed. If interested, please e-mail: 
theschroeder4@gmail.com
PART TIME CUSTOMER SERVICE / CUSTOMER 
ENGAGEMENT SPECIALISTS  NEEDED / LIV-
INGSTON
CycleBar Livingston, a premium indoor cycling 
studio franchise is looking for friendly, outgoing, team 
players to work part time in customer facing roles. 
Morning (early and late), Evening & Weekend hours 
available. Approx 10-15 hours/week. Must have reli-
able transportation. Perks include unlimited free rides 
during non-work hours. $10-$12/hr depending on 
experience. If interested, please email resume to: 
livingston@cyclebar.com
$15/HR / SITTER NEEDED, S. ORANGE
Looking for an after-school sitter for two girls (ages 
7 and 10) starting Sept. 5th. Responsibilities include 
picking up at school, transporting to and from after 
school activities (using our car), helping with home-
work, preparing dinner, handling kids’ laundry and 
kitchen clean up.
Regular hours are 2:30-/7:30 Monday through Friday. 
Prior experience with children is preferred. Must be 
able to cook and have a clean driving record. If inter-
ested, please email: 
southorangesitter123@gmail.com
NEW RENTAL LISTING, VERONA
Updated one bedroom apartment on 3rd floor of 
owner occupied multi-family home near Verona Park 
and downtown shops, restaurants and yoga! Use 
of common yard and front porch. Parking for one 
car. No smoking please. No laundry on premises. 
Window a/c not included. 232-238 Claremont Av in 
Verona. $1375 Listed by Coldwell Banker Realtors. 
If interested, please text Janet Sklar, Saless Assoc for 
appt. 917-312-6111 or email janet.sklar@cbmoves.com 
Off 973-233-2300 Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned 
& Operated by NRT LLC.
$15 / HR, AFTER SCHOOL BABYSITTER NEEDED, 
GLEN RIDGE
Seeking a reliable & responsible after school sitter for 
2 children (Ages 7 and 9). Hours M-F from 2:30 – 6:30 
pm. Must have clean driving record and dog friendly. 
Duties include: After-school pick-up, homework help, 
and driving to / from activities.  Contact: Ceng01@
gmail.com.
$15 / NANNY NEEDED, LIVINGSTON
Looking for a nanny for two girls (ages 9 and 6) start-
ing 9/1/17. Responsibilities include picking up at 
school, transporting to and from after school activities 
in Livingston and nearby towns, helping with home-
work, preparing dinner & baths. More hours available 
if desired on an as needed basis. Regular hours are 
2:30-6/6:30 Monday through Friday. Prior experience 
with children is preferred, use of own reliable vehicle 
required. If interested, please email: 
Charles@willowlakedaycamp.com
Classifieds
Help Wanted For Rent/Other
themontclarion.org
$15 / HOUR AFTER-SCHOOL SITTER, MONTCLAIR
We are looking for a sitter for our two children (ages 7 & 10) 
for after-school hours (3:30 – 5:30 pm) Mon, Wed, Thurs & 
Friday. Responsibilities include school pick-up in Montclair, 
transportation to after-school activities, and overseeing 
homework. We are looking for someone who has own car, 
clean driving record and is fun, reliable, and trustworthy. If 
interested, please e-mail:
 emily_zelner@yahoo.com.
WORKOUT WHILE GETTING PAID!, CALDWELL
This job is a full day position, working from 8 am to approx. 5 
pm. Superior Cleaning, LLC is looking for engaged, motivat-
ed students. We are a small business with openings for house 
cleaners & team managers. It’s a therapeutic way to work out 
and we are constantly engaging and training employees. It’s a 
great way to earn extra cash on your free days. We don’t work 
nights or weekends and we will work around your school 
schedule. Call: 
(973) 575-3309 for application info!
$15 / HR, SPRING / SUMMER BABYSITTER NEEDED, 
GLEN RIDGE
Seeking a reliable & responsible sitter for 2 children.  Our 
current MSU sitter is going home for the summer so we are 
looking for a new sitter to start week of May 15th. Spring 
hours M-F from 2:30 – 6:30 pm. Summer hours 20-30 hours a 
week depending on summer camp schedule. Must have clean 
driving record and dog friendly. Duties include: After-school 
pick-up, homework help, and driving to / from activities. 
Contact: Ceng01@gmail.com.
$15 / HR, BABYSITTER NEEDED, SPRING / SUMMER, 
CLIFTON
Reliable & responsible sitter needed for 3 children and a small 
dog; M-W-F from 3 – 7:30pm.  Must have own car. Duties in-
clude: After-school pick-up, homework help, prepping simple 
meals, and driving to / from activities.  Contact: 
Blayneybreakers@gmail.com.
$15-$20 / HR, P/T BABYSITTER NEEDED FOR NORTH 
CALDWELL FAMILY, ASAP! 
Perfect job for earning extra cash before your classes even start 
for the day! Looking for a responsible, energetic & reliable 
babysitter for our two great boys, ages 7 & 4.   Hours are 7:30 
am – 9 am on Tuesday & Thursday mornings.  Responsibili-
ties include: Helping the children get dressed, brush teeth, 
preparing breakfast & driving them to school (North Caldwell 
& Caldwell).  Must have experience with children.  Please call 
or text Allison if interested: 
(917) 902-4124.
CHILDCARE / DRIVER NEEDED FOR UPPER MONT-
CLAIR FAMILY
Seeking a responsible, reliable person to pick up two (busy!) 
middle school children from school in Montclair, and drive 
them to their various sports and lessons, walk our friendly 
Labrador, and help with errands.  Must have reliable car, 
good driving record, and strong references.  Nonsmoking 
home.  Can be for 1, 2 or 3 afternoons a week, 2:30pm to ap-
prox. 7pm.  Email: 
Judigermano@gmail.com
$15-20 / HR, BEFORE or AFTER SCHOOL, DRIVING  SIT-
TER, LIVINGSTON
Seeking responsible care for two children (age 3 & 6). Monday 
to Friday, 7:00 am-9:00 am to assist with breakfast, light 
clean-up & getting the kids to school.  On some workday 
afternoons, we may need someone from 3:30 – 5:30 pm to 
pick-up from school, light snacks, homework assist, driving 
to local sports & supervision of play.  Must have own car with 
a clean driving record.  Experience preferred & a reference(s) 
required.  Email: 
yihongzhu@live.com or text: 
(973) 520-6980.
$15-$20 / CHILD CARE / LITTLE FALLS
Seeking a babysitter in Little Falls (near MSU campus) for 2 
children age 6 & 7.  Duties include pickups and drop-offs to 
school (walking distance) and after-school activities and some 
light housekeeping. A safe driving record and great references 
are required. You should be willing to help with homework 
and engage our curious children. An interest in music and the 
arts is a plus. We have two very friendly dogs. Hours are ap-
proximately Monday to Friday, 7:30am – 9:30am; 3pm-6pm.  
We have flexibility if you can only work the afternoons.  If 
interested, email me at 
huipingny@hotmail.com
$15 / CLEANING PEOPLE
Looking for people to clean and organize a home. Tasks 
include scrubbing tub, steaming floors, etc. All materials for 
this job are supplied. If interested, please contact Lucy at: 
201-306-6030
$15 / BABYSITTER NEEDED / MONTCLAIR
Seeking babysitter for after school 2:30pm-4:30pm on Wed 
& Thurs. Will need to pick my daughter up from Montclair 
High School. $15 per hour. Please call Mary Kate at 
973-865-9769.
NANNY NEEDED / MONTCLAIR
Looking for a nanny for boy and girl (ages 5-1/2 and 
4). Responsibilities include picking up at school, trans-
porting to and from after school activities in Montclair 
when needed, helping with homework, preparing 
dinner & baths. More hours available if desired on an 
as needed basis. Regular hours are 2:30-6/6:30 Mon-
day through Friday. Prior experience with children 
is preferred, use of own reliable vehicle required. If 
interested, please email: pkfaber@gmail.com
FURNITURE FOR SALE
$220 for a sofa and chair set / $125 for a kichen table 
set. The sofa and chair set with an ottoman are in 
excellent condition. The wooden kitchen table comes 
with bench and 2 chairs that are also in good condi-
tion. If interested please call: 973 507 6994 or 973 635 
0887
$15 / AFTER SCHOOL NANNY NEEDED / GLEN 
RIDGE
Looking for an after school sitter/ nanny for our 
daughter (age 4) starting 9/25/17. Responsibilities 
include afterschool pick up, homework help (working 
on reading, writing and mathematics), creative play, 
preparing dinner for our daughter and bath time. 
Potential to drive her to after school activities once she 
is settled with the current school hours. Potential for 
full day help on public holidays also a plus. Regular 
hours are Monday through Thursday 3:00 – 7:00 pm 
and Friday 3:00 – 5:30 pm. More hours available if 
desired in the mornings (Mon – Fri) from 7:35 – 8:35. 
Prior experience with children is preferred, use of own 
reliable vehicle is preferred. Must be CPR certified 
with a clean driving record. If interested (or are able to 
meet some of the needed days/ times), please email 
juliadolfin@hotmail.com
$15 / COMPANION/CARETAKER / NORTH 
CALDWELL
Seeking responsible, caring and intelligent companion 
and helper for a 91-year old mother, afternoons and 
evenings. She is sharp as a tack, but is a little unsteady 
on her feet and needs some help around fixing meals, 
assistance with everyday tasks around her apart-
ment, help her into/out of her car and drive her to see 
friends, do errands or go to the doctor. The job would 
include simple cooking, some light cleaning (she has 
someone in weekly to clean, but dishes/bed making 
may be helpful in between) and other tasks as needed. 
We are seeking 10- 20 hours per week from now until 
December, and are paying $15/hour. She is located 
in N. Caldwell. If interested, please contact: degroot.
lesly@gmail.com
$15 / AFTER SCHOOL BABY SITTER
We are looking for a reliable, enthusiastic, and kind 
after-school babysitter/nanny for 5 days/week (Mon 
to Friday) from 2:30 p.m. to 7 p.m. We have two kids 
ages 9 and 6.5 years old. Responsibilities include pick 
up the kids from bus stop each day at 3:15 p.m., fix a 
snack, driving them back and forth from/to their after 
school activities, supervising and engaging our kids 
and their friends on play dates and light cooking and 
housekeeping. Applicants must have energy to be 
genuinely interested & engaged with our two children 
(to read books, play, and get some homework done), a 
reliable car & valid US driver’s license and great refer-
ences. If interested or if you can recommend someone, 
please contact me at shilpani@yahoo.com
$15/HR / CHILD CARE / BLOOMFIELD
We are looking for a loving, fun, and reliable student 
to help out 2-3 nights per week with dinner/lunch 
prep and picking our 1.5 year old son up from daycare 
(a short walk from our house), feeding him dinner, 
and starting bedtime routine. Days and hours are 
negotiable. Generally M, W, F from 4-7pm. The first 
hour would be dinner prep and light chores around 
the house like putting son’s laundry away, then pick 
him up around 5 for play, dinner, getting ready for 
bed. Occasional additional hours available, if desired, 
for date nights, etc as needed. Must have prior baby 
sitting experience, specifically with toddlers.  No car/
driving required, but parking is readily available. We 
are located next to Brookdale Park off the 72 bus line. 
If interested, please email: 
shelleycolon@yahoo.com
ACTION TOGETHER NEW JERSEY 
Tired of current politics? Want to see climate, equality 
and human rights prioritized?  BE the change!  Join, 
choose a team based on your interests, and help (or 
follow along)! Check out:  http://www.atnj.org!
$35 / MATH TUTOR & HOMEWORK TUTOR 
NEEDED / GLEN RIDGE
Looking for a fun and upbeat Montclair State Univer-
sity student who is interested in tutoring my son in 
Math and help him with his homework. My son is in 
9th Grade at Glen Ridge High School. A male tutor is 
preferred, as we feel like this would be a better fit. He 
should be available in the afternoon/early evening 
twice or three times a week. If interested please email: 
Dworak@verizon.net
ROOM RENTALS & PARKING
SEEKING FEMALE GRAD STUDENT, MONT-
CLAIR
Seeking Female Graduate student to share house, 
1 mile from University.  Private Loft Bedroom, 
Lots of space, backyard, off street parking.  
Avail.3/1/17. Small dog, cat O.K. $700 + utilities. 
Contact Donna: 
(973) 714-5501 or 
dbrenner7295@gmail.com.
 
*NEW LISTING*, ROOM FOR RENT, MONT-
CLAIR
Wonderful attic room for rent on the 3rd level of 
a beautiful house in Montclair. Close to down-
town & 3 train stations. Great for Students! We 
are a 4 person family and have parking & laundry 
included! Rent is $920 with utilities and internet. 
Some furniture available if desired. Please contact 
me at: Moonbearxo@gmail.com.
SAVE $$$ – ROOM RENTALS ACROSS FROM 
MSU
Female students: Fall Room Rentals  2016 school 
year. Furnished – across from campus.  Internet  
included. Singles or shared.  Available NOW. Call: 
(973) 778-1504.
OFF-STREET PARKING
Reasonable Off-Street Parking, M-F. Only 3 mins. 
walk to MSU Bridge & Shuttle! Call (973) 819-0334, 
Sun-Sat, 5am-8pm ONLY.
OTHER
ARE YOU IN CRISIS OR STRUGGLING? 
HEALING, HOPE AND HELP CAN HAPPEN!
Please CALL the National Suicide Prevention 
Lifeline at 1-800-273-8255 (TALK) at any time to 
speak to a counselor and get support.  You can also 
connect to the Crisis Text Line by texting “Hello” 
to 741-741 to be connected to a counselor.  All 
services are free, confidential and available  24/ 7 
for anyone in crisis.
DO YOU 
LIKE
TO WRITE?
DO YOU
LIKE
TO CREATE?
DO YOU 
LIKE
TO GET INVOLVED?
IF SO, JOIN
THE MONTCLARION
CONTACT
MONTCLARIONCHIEF
@GMAIL.COM
FOR MORE 
INFORMATION
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register at montclair.edu/winter
Earn credits from 
wherever break 
takes you—  
including home.
DECEMBER 22, 2017 – JANUARY 12, 2018
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Examining the Exam Schedule
Campus 
VoiCes:
How do you 
feel about 
having to go 
to class during 
finals week 
even if you do 
not have a 
final?
“I have had classes like that be-
fore and it is kind of annoying 
because there is no reason to be 
there if we do not have a final.”
-  Yasmeena Rasheed
Psychology
Junior
“I have a class, new student 
seminar. I do not even have a fi-
nal for it, but my teacher is mak-
ing us come in to do yoga. It is 
a general destressing period. To 
be honest, I am not too pissed 
off about it because it might be 
nice to have a class that I do 
not do anything during finals 
week.”
- Nicholas Cherrey
Television and Digital Media
 Freshman
   
inal exams have come 
around again and with it the 
confusion and stress of awk-
ward scheduling. Montclair 
State University officials have 
befuddled both students and 
professors with their final 
exam schedules and it is com-
pletely unnecessary. 
   With the schedule the way that 
it is, instead of having our finals 
on the last day of our classes, we 
instead have an entirely different 
day to come in for all of our finals. 
   As a result, we have students 
who have to rework their 
school and work schedules to 
make it to their finals. Profes-
sors are also burdened with 
changing their schedules to 
come to a final exam period, 
even though they assigned the 
exam beforehand. 
   “Finals schedules should fol-
low your regular class sched-
ule, just because it is less com-
plicated and you know where 
to go and what time is right,” 
said Anna Navarro, a sopho-
more biology major.
    Students who work after class 
or on days when they have no 
classes are even more inconve-
nienced by the scheduling for 
the final exams. What usually 
happens is the day before the fi-
nal exam period usually becomes 
a review or makeup day. Quite 
frankly, it is a waste of an educa-
tional opportunity. 
    Placing the exam dates on the 
last day of classes would also 
eliminate the problem of over-
lapping exam periods. It makes 
no sense for students and pro-
fessors to have to scratch their 
heads in order to ensure the 
student even has the opportu-
nity to take their exams. 
   No student should have to 
shorten their exam time be-
cause they have to balance two 
exams during one period.  This 
obviously heightens the chance 
of the student doing poorly 
and not working to their fullest 
potential. 
    “I think that regarding fi-
nals, they should try and get in 
depth with the students sched-
ule because it is ridiculous to 
have two finals scheduled at 
the exact same time,” said An-
gelica De Leon, a sophomore 
biology major. “That only adds 
more stress, and stress is never 
a good thing.”
    With the rising number of 
students living with anxiety 
in our society, Montclair State 
should be gearing their plans 
toward relieving stress and 
ensuring the least amount of 
confusion as possible. None of 
this is easy because there may 
be state mandates that require 
exam periods to happen at cer-
tain times. 
      However it is possible to 
lessen the burden on the staff 
and students. Maybe we can 
even give professors the option 
to have the exam during the 
final class rather than mandat-
ing that it be during the exam 
period. 
      There are professors who 
chose to have their exams dur-
ing the last class versus the fi-
nal date anyway, so having to 
come back is a waste of gas, 
time, effort and other limited 
resources. This is especially 
true if the final exam date is a 
full week after the last day of 
F classes.     These scheduling issues also 
hurt the students who live on 
campus because it is taking 
away time that they could be 
back at home with their families. 
The students who have been at 
school for the past four months 
are greatly missed back home, so 
forcing them to stay for an extra 
final exam week is taking away 
from quality family time. Every 
second in this life counts. We 
have to give students and pro-
fessors the opportunity to make 
memories with their loved ones 
whenever we get the chance.  
 
Danny Masterson sexual assault 
allegations
California wildfires
Last issue of The Montclarion
Thumbs Up
Time Person of the Year:
the Silence Breakers
Star Wars: The Last Jedi 
New York Giants fire Ben McAdoo 
Thumbs Down
“I think it is a waste of time. 
If you have other finals, you 
should be studying for them 
instead of sitting there wasting 
your time.”
- Konda Smith
Psychology
Freshman
“I do not think people should 
have to go to class if there is 
not a final.  It is just a waste 
of time. They could be home 
studying for other finals which 
is more productive for every-
one.”
- Yasmeen Abdalla 
Political Science
Freshman
Alexandra Clark | The Montclarion
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Writing for an A
or the 
past 13 
y e a r s , 
E n g l i s h 
and writ-
ing classes 
have been 
a staple in 
my educa-
tion. Year 
to year and 
teacher to teacher, I have consis-
tently maintained a good aver-
age in my writing classes, but I 
also have been troubled by the 
subjective grading techniques 
clearly shown by all English 
teachers and professors.
     When it comes to writing, 
people have varied opinions 
about what constitutes the most 
effective formula for a quality 
piece of literature. I could read 
one book or essay and think it is 
incredibly written, while some-
one else can read the same exact 
book or essay and not like it at 
all. It is all a matter of opinion. 
So how do we expect people to 
be graded fairly in this subject?
     To be clear, I am not sug-
gesting that we should not 
have writing classes or that we 
should not grade people based 
on the quality of their work. I 
am instead proposing that we 
change the way that essays are 
graded. There should always 
be more than one person who 
reads and grades students’ 
writing. Whether it be a profes-
sor and a teacher’s assistant or 
two professors who work to-
gether, both should grade the 
essay and then average the two 
grades to get the final grade. 
This way, there are multiple 
people reading and grading the 
students’ work from separate 
angles. One professor may put 
more emphasis on the use of 
persuasive techniques such as 
ethos and logos, while another 
professor may feel the most im-
portant part of a good essay is 
how emotion is articulated.
     I am a very logic-based writer 
and arguer, so my writing tech-
nique may be extremely effec-
tive for some, while others may 
not be persuaded by facts and 
statistics. Some people prefer 
emotional appeals such as per-
sonal stories and individual in-
cidents that change their minds 
on subjects. Therefore, if I have 
a professor who is more of an 
emotional reader, then there is 
a chance that I won’t do as well 
in that course, which is unfair.
      When it comes to creative 
writing, I think that it shouldn’t 
necessarily be graded at all. I 
believe people should be en-
couraged to write and think cre-
atively, so for a professor to put 
a grade on someone’s imagina-
tion is just cruel. It is impossible 
to objectively grade a piece of 
creative writing because what 
one person finds fascinating, 
another could find boring. For 
example, some people love sci-
ence fiction, while others are 
completely bored by things 
like “Star Wars” and “Stranger 
Things.” That being said, stu-
dents should still learn story-
telling techniques to improve 
their writing from a technical 
standpoint, but they should not 
be graded on their creativity.
      While I disagree with the 
idea of teachers and professors 
grading students on their cre-
ativity, I am perfectly fine with 
publishers judging writers on 
their creative stylings because 
they have to make appropriate 
business decisions. They need 
to make choices based on fi-
nances and what story is most 
likely to sell, unlike the profes-
sors who are grading the essays 
of students.
      Math, science and even his-
tory, for the most part, are very 
objective subjects. They usually 
only have one correct answer, 
while English allows people to 
be more open-minded and cre-
ative. When an author writes, 
he/she is giving the audience 
a piece of themselves. To fairly 
grade someone on that is a very 
hard thing to accomplish. How-
ever, with the ideas laid out 
in this article, I do believe we 
can improve writing courses at 
Montclair State University.
Professors’ subjective grading of essays
AJ Melillo, a television and digital media  
major, is in his first year as an assistant 
opinion editor for The Montclarion.
F
The Enchanting Mess That Is Black Friday
 nother 
T h a n k s -
giving has 
come and 
gone, and 
you know 
what that
means. The 
holiday sea-
son is in full swing. Everyone is 
putting up their decorations and 
Christmas music is back on ra-
dio stations as well as everyone’s 
iTunes playlists. Most of all, every-
one is flooding stores, like Toys 
“R” Us, Target and Walmart, to do 
their holiday shopping. This leads 
to the infamous day after Thanks-
giving known as Black Friday.
    Looking at it on the surface, the 
concept of Black Friday does not 
seem so bad. In fact, it seems per-
fect. A day where all of the hottest 
toys, electronics and anything 
else that could be on the market 
gets significant discounts is abso-
lutely genius in theory.
    The problem with Black Fri-
day, of course, is the stigma sur-
rounding it and the chaos that 
is bound to ensue during the 
shopping day. Every year dur-
ing Black Friday, all you have 
to do is turn on the news, and 
chances are you will find mul-
tiple stories of chaos regarding 
shoppers trampling each other 
for mere goods. Some even go 
as far as intentionally harming 
others to get what they want, 
such as the infamous pepper 
spray incident in 2011.
     In fact, there is a website 
called blackfridaydeathcount.
The good and bad of holiday shopping
A 
Adam Grassani, a television and digital 
media major with a concentration in 
sports media and journalism, is in his first 
year as a staff writer for The Montclarion. 
com, which counts the num-
ber of people killed or injured 
during Black Friday shopping. 
As of today, the website has 
counted a total of 10 deaths and 
111 injuries during Black Fri-
day since 2006. The irony that 
is often pointed out is that Black 
Friday is the day right after 
Thanksgiving: the day that we 
give thanks for what we have. 
Is it not hypocritical of us to be 
fighting 24 hours after we are 
supposed to show gratitude? 
That is exactly what Black Fri-
day brings to the table.
  Some of us are not aware that 
there have been plenty of ex-
amples of Black Friday shop-
ping done right. My experience 
during Black Friday in 2015 is 
a perfect one. My mother and I 
woke up at four in the morning 
to go to GameStop to pick up a 
PlayStation 4. That was one of 
the greatest experiences of my 
life. The store was calm and the 
employees and shoppers were 
kind and friendly. Most im-
portantly, we were able to save 
money during Christmas shop-
ping and have fun while doing 
it without all the chaos.
    There are many examples of 
Black Friday shopping done 
right, particularly at stores like 
GameStop, Toys “R” Us and 
Target. It can be such a great 
experience enjoying everything 
you bought and being able to 
create great memories while 
shopping. Unfortunately, all of 
the good experiences are ruined 
by places like large malls and 
Walmart, where the dangerous 
atmosphere is a lot more com-
mon. 
    In a nutshell, the negative 
stigma and numerous incidents 
surrounding Black Friday ruins 
what could be a great experi-
ence.
AJ MELILLO        
ASSISTANT        
OPINION EDITOR
Hopes for a Disability Minor
   ccord-
ing to the 
U.S. Cen-
sus, about 
56.7 mil-
lion peo-
ple in the 
U.S. have 
a disabil-
ity. That is 
about 19 
percent of the population and 
sounds like a huge amount of 
people, but many of us will go 
through life not meeting some-
one with a disability or not 
having many interactions with 
them. 
     Even though some of us 
will not have the opportunity 
to learn how to interact with 
people with disabilities, that 
does not mean we should not 
be taught about disability cul-
ture. If we have the opportunity 
to learn about disability culture 
then we would likely have less 
ignorant people, like President 
Donald Trump who mocked a 
man with a disability who was 
just doing his job.
      It should not have been 
surprising for Trump to see 
a disabled reporter as people 
with disabilities are a part of all 
jobs. There are people just like 
Trump who feel that people 
with disabilities should not be 
doing certain jobs or even out 
in the world at all. That is why 
I think Montclair State Univer-
sity should offer more courses 
on the topic of disabilities and 
maybe possibly adding a dis-
ability minor.
     Offering such classes could 
help people in all fields because 
people with disabilities can and 
do work everywhere. It is im-
portant to understand that no 
two people who have the same 
disability live the same life. By 
thinking all deaf people cannot 
drive or blind people cannot get 
around without someone being 
with them hurts not only them, 
but also ourselves. 
     Employers would be miss-
ing out on great employees just 
because they think working 
with someone with a disability 
is a problem. By offering a mi-
nor and more courses, we can 
help build the next generation 
to be one of less discrimination 
and more inclusion. College is a 
place to become a well-rounded 
individual, so it’s important to 
offer a disability minor to help 
students lose the stigma around 
those with disabilities.
Creating a more inclusive campus
Jessica Torres, a psychology major in 
her first year as a staff writer for The 
Montclairion.
A
JESSICA TORRES        
STAFF WRITER
Is Montclair State a Safe Campus?
  ith 
the rise in 
gun vio-
lence and 
the recent 
massacres 
in Las Ve-
gas, Ne-
vada and 
S u t h e r -
land, Texas, there is one ques-
tion that lingers in many stu-
dents’ minds: is Montclair State 
University’s campus safe from 
shooters?
   Montclair State’s Emergency 
Preparedness Coordinator Mat-
thew Gallup recently spoke 
with Wired Jersey saying, 
“There aren’t any changes, as 
of now, to campus procedures 
but a heightened awareness. It 
is now a matter of gaining re-
sources, which we have avail-
able to us. It’s a scary world 
that we live in, but if we work 
collectively, we can get through 
this together.”
     According to Business Insid-
er, the number of mass shoot-
ings in the United States in 2017 
reached 307 on Nov. 5. Their 
article on mass shootings reads, 
“Americans are more likely 
to die from gun violence than 
many leading causes of death 
combined, with some 11,000 
people in the U.S. killed in fire-
arm assaults each year.”
   It seems to me that the most 
obvious reason why these 
shootings happen so often in 
such large numbers is the le-
nient gun laws. Yes, of course, 
everyone wants to take advan-
tage of their second amendment 
rights, but there are those who 
are unfit to have a right to bear 
arms because of mental illness 
or other obvious reasons.
   When walking around this 
campus, it never occurred to 
me to think about how few po-
lice officers I see walking and 
driving around or the lack of 
security cameras I find within 
the buildings. Now that I have 
become more aware of my sur-
roundings, I have begun to no-
tice how vulnerable this cam-
pus can be to harm.
    With that being said, I gen-
erally feel safe on campus. 
But with the amount of open 
space and lack of security cam-
eras around campus, I feel that 
Montclair State could be sus-
ceptible to harm. If the universi-
ty added more security cameras 
around campus and heightened 
the number of patrol officers 
around campus, I would feel 
safer than I do now.
Montclair has room to grow in security
Georgia L. Salvaryn, a journalism major, 
is in her first year as a staff writer for 
The Montclarion.
w
GEORGIA L. SALVARYN 
STAFF WRITER
ADAM GRASSANI
STAFF WRITER
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 Main editorials appear on the first page of the Opinion section. They are unsigned articles that represent the opinion of the editorial board on a particular issue. 
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How and Why Matt Lauer Is a Hypocrite
 ike 
many other 
high-profile 
men in the 
news re-
cently, Matt 
Lauer was 
accused of 
inappropri-
ate sexual behavior with an 
intern and other women have 
since come forward. Lauer was 
fired from NBC last Wednesday 
after two decades of being the 
host of the hit morning show, 
“Today.”
      Recently, the media expe-
rienced an epidemic of young 
women alleging they were sexu-
ally harassed by men of power. 
This came at no surprise. Lauer 
is only one of seven prominent 
journalists that have been ac-
cused of sexual misconduct 
since Harvey Weinstein. Even 
so, this allegation is different. 
   When Lauer interviewed Bill 
O’Reilly, he exemplified ex-
treme hypocritical behavior. 
Exactly two months prior to 
his allegations, Lauer grilled 
O’Reilly about his firing from 
Fox News. 
     “You were probably the last 
guy in the world that they want-
ed to fire because you were the 
guy that the ratings and the rev-
enues were built on,” Lauer said 
while interviewing O’Reilly.
     We can say precisely the 
same about Lauer. He was the 
hit man of NBC with very high 
ratings and “the biggest star at 
the network.” Yet, he is being 
accused of giving a colleague a 
sex toy as a present, reprimand-
Lauer’s interview with O’Reilly proves his hypocrisy 
GRACE MANZO
COLUMNIST
L
Grace Manzo, a communication and 
media arts major, is in her second year 
as a columnist for The Montclarion.
ing an employee after she re-
fused to have sex with him and 
questioning female producers 
on NBC about their sexual rela-
tionships.
     It is apparent that the net-
work executives wanted to shel-
ter Lauer from any bad accusa-
tions getting out. An unnamed 
former employee of NBC stated 
that the network executives 
“protected the sh*t out of Matt 
Lauer.” 
    Lauer also questioned 
O’Reilly by asking such ques-
tions like, “Did you ever send 
a lewd text or email to another 
employee?” and “Did you ever 
have any human resources cas-
es brought against you?” All of 
which are true in Lauer’s case. 
People have said that Lauer had 
a history of texting salacious 
comments to women and say-
ing them in public.
     Again, I am not surprised 
that executives knew and want-
ed to protect him. He was the 
star pupil of the network who 
racked in a lot of ratings and 
money for the “Today” show. 
However, it is surprising that 
2018 is almost here, and some 
men still do not know how to 
behave themselves. Were they 
not taught how to treat the op-
posite sex with upmost respect?
     When a woman says no, it is a 
no. When a woman is not inter-
ested, leave her alone. Adding 
on, everyone should know that 
you do not flirt in the work-
place. We would think that fa-
mous journalists like Lauer and 
O’Reilly would use better sense 
to not flirt.
      It is sad that some men still 
do not know how to treat wom-
en and it shows how this world 
is upside down. What is worse 
is that these men are not owning 
up to their actions. Let us face it. 
Kids are the future and respect 
is key for a functioning society. 
If Lauer and all these other men 
in the headlines were taught to 
regard women as equals, then 
this epidemic of powerful men 
abusing women would not be 
happening.
America’s Not-So-Prosperous Parties
 olitics 
are never 
easy to tack-
le for most 
people, but 
the respon-
sibility of 
politicians 
is to tackle 
the issues of 
politics and coexist with people 
who they may not necessar-
ily agree with on certain issues. 
When the people who are en-
trusted with that responsibility 
can not do their job, the public 
is bound to get disheartened 
and look for other options.
     A new poll released by NBC 
News revealed that 71 percent 
of millennials are so unhappy 
with the performance of the 
Democratic and Republican par-
ties that they now want to have 
a third major political party cre-
ated. The poll also revealed that 
60 percent of millennials do not 
approve of Congress’ perfor-
mance and 63 percent of millen-
nials disapprove of President 
Donald Trump’s performance 
so far.
     These revelations do not sur-
prise me because this is what 
happens when people continu-
ously argue with each other as 
opposed to engaging in intelli-
gent communications. Republi-
cans and Democrats constantly 
try to fight each other on every 
major issue in the country, re-
sulting in progress being stalled 
and the American people con-
tinuously being frustrated at 
their representatives.
     It is like a child listening to 
their parents have the same 
heated argument over and over 
again. It eventually gets to the 
point where it starts to create 
severe friction within the fami-
ly, and the child may ultimately 
want to live somewhere else.
     An example of this petty 
squabbling happened recently 
when Senator Chuck Schumer 
and Minority Leader Nancy 
Pelosi canceled a meeting with 
Trump after he attacked them 
on Twitter. The meeting was 
supposed to find the trio dis-
cussing issues, such as gov-
ernment funding, but it all fell 
apart because the people on 
both sides believed they could 
not come to a compromise with-
out even trying.
     As a result of their conflicting 
viewpoints, Trump, Schumer 
and Pelosi abandoned any sort 
of discussion and have brought 
things to a standstill once more. 
As much as Trump has been un-
conventional in the way he has 
conducted himself, his inability 
to work with Democrats on cer-
tain issues screams business as 
usual in the White House.
     At a Memorial Day address in 
1923, President Calvin Coolidge 
talked about the importance of 
our political parties. Coolidge 
discussed how “the two great 
political parties of the nation 
have existed for the purpose, 
each in accordance with its own 
principles, of undertaking to 
serve the interests of the whole 
nation.”
     Republicans and Democrats 
are going to differ on ways to 
solve certain issues because 
that is the purpose of having 
two different political parties 
in America. The people need to 
have differing viewpoints and 
perspectives so everyone is al-
lowed to think freely and not 
conform to one mentality of 
thinking.
     However, that concept has 
become corrupted by the fact 
that Americans are so driven 
by their own political view-
points that they refuse to listen 
to the ideas of anyone who even 
dares to differ from the way 
they think. If there is one thing 
people can all agree on when it 
comes to politics, it is the fact 
that everyone needs to do a bet-
ter job of preventing conflicting 
viewpoints from getting in the 
way of working together for 
common goals.
     Going back to what Coolidge 
said, the purpose of the two 
political parties is to use their 
differing viewpoints to work 
together and figure out what 
is best for the American public. 
When politicians are more inter-
ested in serving their own agen-
das than in serving the people 
of the country, the foundation 
that our country was built upon 
gets undermined.
     This country has become so 
divided that the political lead-
ers have already lost the trust of 
the younger generations. One 
should always ask questions 
if they disagree with what cer-
tain politicians are doing, but 
everyone should feel that the 
members of the government 
ultimately have America’s best 
interests in mind.
     The last few years have fur-
ther vindicated the belief that 
the Democratic and Republican 
Parties only have their inter-
ests in mind and do not truly 
care about the people. The NBC 
News poll should be taken as a 
wake-up call for the country’s 
leaders that they should put 
more effort into working to-
gether on the issues here. If that 
happens, then the American 
people may not feel the need to 
create a third political party to 
do the job that the Democratic 
and Republican Parties are sup-
posed to be doing.
Millennials and third parties
NICHOLAS DA 
SILVA
STAFF WRITER
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What Killing Net Neutrality Means 
For a Citizen in the US
e t 
neutrality is 
a law that 
was put 
into place 
during for-
mer Presi-
dent Barack 
O b a m a ’ s 
administration. It was enacted 
in 2015 after millions of com-
ments by supporters of net 
neutrality on the Federal Com-
munication Commission (FCC) 
forums. The thing that makes 
net neutrality so important is 
that it reclassified the internet 
as a telecommunications ser-
vice. This reclassification allows 
the FCC to uphold net neutral-
ity as it is to enforce the law.
    Having the internet classified 
as a telecommunications service 
qualifies it as a common carrier, 
which allows the FCC to regu-
late it. Now, because of the new 
FCC board that was appointed 
by President Donald Trump, 
net neutrality may face eradica-
tion.
    In a world where net neutral-
ity is nonexistent, the way the 
internet is currently run and 
distributed to users could be ex-
tensively different. The form of 
these changes could be enacted 
in various ways, but popular 
debate and hypothetical situa-
tions among net neutrality sup-
porters say discrimination of 
internet traffic would be the 
norm. Internet traffic is any type 
of service that uses the internet. 
Downloads from websites or 
basically anything that requires 
using an internet connection 
could face discrimination by in-
ternet service providers (ISPs).
     If net neutrality disappeared, 
a possible situation that may 
occur is throttling. Throttling 
is like if someone is using Netf-
lix, but it then becomes blocked 
or extremely slow one day. In 
theory, ISPs could force popu-
lar services like Netflix, Ama-
zon, Hulu and YouTube to pay 
extra money for a user to access 
their site normally. If the service 
decides not to pay, then users 
trying to access the website or 
video service will face excruci-
atingly slow loading times or 
entirely blocked sites.
     This is why it is extremely 
important for net neutrality to 
stay in place. The internet as a 
whole could become a tiered 
entity where the rich have ac-
cess to all the content at normal 
speeds, while the poor have to 
deal with blocked websites and 
slow loading times. The only 
people who are in favor of de-
stroying net neutrality are in-
ternet companies who would 
finally be able to take advantage 
of an unregulated internet.
    If net neutrality does die, ev-
ery U.S. internet user will be at 
the whim of ISPs. The overall 
experience as a user and con-
sumer of the internet will be de-
graded for all. The destruction 
of net neutrality will also lessen 
competition because websites 
and services who lack the funds 
DANIEL ORTIZ
STAFF WRITER
N of multimillion dollar compa-nies like Netflix and Amazon 
will not be able to pay for users 
to access sites normally.
     I urge anyone reading this to 
try and stop net neutrality from 
being erased. Post a comment 
on the FCC forums in favor of 
net neutrality, write to your lo-
cal congressmen/representa-
tive or sign a growing petition 
over at battleforthenet.com. If 
the citizens are loud enough, 
we will be heard. Fight for an 
open internet or the services 
and websites we typically use 
will never be the same again.
Daniel Ortiz, a communication and 
media arts major, is in his first year as a 
staff writer for The Montclarion. 
Nicholas Da Silva, a journalism major in 
his fourth year as a staff writer for The 
Montclarion.
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Gutting the Guilt of Mental Illness
t is an 
u n s p o k e n 
rule in our 
society that 
we must re-
main quiet 
on the topic 
of mental 
illness. It is a 
rule that has been passed down 
from generation to generation. 
A dreadful tradition that we as 
a society need to break.
      Fortunately, we have evolved 
as individuals in this society 
and are more knowledgeable 
about mental illness. Mental ill-
ness is no longer seen as public 
enemy number one as it was 
in past centuries when people 
knew little about mental health. 
      So why, in the 21st century, 
are we still committing our an-
cestors’ mistakes by condemn-
ing those with mental illness? 
Why are we talking about men-
tal illness behind closed doors 
instead of more openly?
     The reason for this is shame. 
We as a society hate to admit 
that we have imperfections. 
Therefore, when someone ad-
mits that they have a mental 
illness, we shame them into 
silence. It seems easier to hide 
the truth or better yet, not talk 
about it at all. Why? Because 
admitting our imperfections are 
frowned upon. We were taught 
to bury our problems and plas-
ter a fake smile to gain soci-
ety’s approval. For centuries, it 
seems that gaining society’s ap-
proval is more important than 
dealing with our mental health.
     What society does not real-
ize is that our mental health is 
just as important as our physi-
cal health. According to Na-
tional Alliance on Mental Ill-
ness, one in five adults in the 
U.S. experiences mental illness. 
Just because we cannot see the 
damage as we would a physi-
cal problem does not mean we 
should not seek medical atten-
tion. 
      Actually, because we can-
Society should eliminate the stigma of mental health 
I
Chanila German, a journalism major, is 
in her first year as feature editor for The 
Montclarion.
not see the damage we should 
talk about it even more. A doc-
tor only needs to see a broken 
bone to know how to fix it. 
However, it is different when 
it comes to our minds. We need 
to talk about what is wrong so 
that a specialist can help us be-
cause our minds are not like our 
bones. Our minds need constant 
care unlike our bones that only 
need a cast to properly heal.
      The first step of being more 
open about mental illness is 
removing the shame and stig-
ma. There should be no shame 
about taking care of your men-
tal health. Our mental health is 
just as important as our physi-
cal health, and we need to start 
treating it as such. Let us re-
move “crazy” from our vocabu-
lary. It is not the proper word to 
describe someone with a mental 
illness nor is it a kind word in 
general. “Crazy” was a word 
invented by those that did not 
understand the human brain.
      In addition, let us not classify 
someone based on their mental 
illness. A diagnosis should not 
define someone. If someone 
has a mental illness, it does not 
mean we should chain them to 
their illness. No one is just one 
thing, and it is not fair to simply 
judge someone based on an ill-
ness.
   Another important step is to 
identify the signs of a mental ill-
ness and seek help. All mental 
illnesses have their own symp-
toms and separate treatment. 
However, according to Nation-
al Alliance on Mental Illness, 
an extreme amount of worry-
ing and fear, a deep feeling of 
sadness, rapid mood change, 
avoiding social outings and a 
change in sleeping habits are 
common signs of a mental ill-
ness. Recognizing these signs 
can help someone obtain the 
treatment that they need and 
begin their recovery process. 
      There is not one right treat-
ment for everyone, and it is 
important to find the right 
treatment that works for you. 
Schedule an appointment with 
the Counseling and Psycho-
logical Services (CAPS) office in 
Russ Hall to obtain more infor-
mation or drop by the Let’s Talk 
session.
       Let us remember the im-
portance of our mental health 
and make it a priority. As a so-
ciety, it is important to recog-
nize mental illness and not shy 
away from it. We should no lon-
ger shame people for having a 
mental illness, and instead, we 
should support our fellow fam-
ily and friends for seeking help. 
Let us break the stigma around 
mental illness and be better 
than the generations before us.
CHANILA GERMAN     
FEATURE EDITOR
FAREWELL MONTCLAIR STATE UNIVERSITY
hen thinking about 
writing my final article for The 
Montclarion, I found myself 
uncertain with how to start it 
off. However, the feeling of 
uncertainty has followed me 
virtually every day I have been 
a student at Montclair State 
University.
    Due to my desire to always 
be modest and avoid overcon-
fidence, I have never granted 
myself the luxury of believing 
that things will go smoothly. 
Whether it be a test, a project or 
one of the articles that I write 
every week, I have always 
kept a degree of uncertainty 
no matter how easy something 
seemed to be.
    To my good fortune, I have 
found that my uncertainty 
would result in things turning 
out fine and achieving levels 
of personal success I had nev-
er before achieved in my life. 
From joining honor societies to 
earning the George and Linda 
Hiltzik Scholarship, my time 
at Montclair State has also 
granted me the privilege of en-
counters with some incredible 
people.
    If you told me four years ago 
that I would end up interview-
ing one of Yogi Berra’s chil-
dren and one of his grandchil-
dren for a class assignment, 
I never would have believed 
you. Yet, I met them both and 
had a very pleasant interview 
with them in the Yogi Berra 
Museum and Learning Center 
for the museum’s annual Yogi 
Berra Tribute Day.
     In the four years I have been 
a student at this school, I have 
interviewed teachers, students, 
coaches, entrepreneurs and 
even war veterans. I have gone 
from writing feature stories 
about registering for classes to 
doing a photo gallery on a stu-
dent with a gift for juggling.
    The best part about writing 
this piece is thinking back on 
all of the great stories and ad-
ventures I found myself par-
taking in. At the same time, 
thinking back on all of those 
great times makes me think 
about my biggest regret as I 
come to the end of my college 
career.
    In the quest to always 
achieve the utmost success as a 
student, while also juggling a 
W
part time job, I never really got 
the chance to sit back and en-
joy the moment. Always think-
ing about what laid ahead and 
what the next day was going to 
bring, I never was able to just 
be part of a class or attend an 
event without putting pressure 
on myself to be successful.
    Of all the perks that come 
with graduating a semester 
earlier than most seniors do, I 
think the best thing about this 
situation is that it will allow 
me some time to venture free-
ly and enjoy some free time. I 
will obviously be searching for 
jobs to apply to after I gradu-
ate, but I will also make sure 
that I travel and spend some 
more time with my family.
    I am not going to burden 
you with inspirational quotes 
about the future because I do 
not believe that life should be 
packaged in easy-to-sell phras-
es. If you live your life by in-
spirational quotes, you are 
sheltering yourself from the 
fact that life is not something 
you can package in a nice and 
tidy box.
    What I want you and everyone 
at The Montclarion to know is 
that I am grateful that I was 
able to write for this paper for 
every single week that I was a 
student at Montclair State Uni-
versity. From staff members 
who graduated before me and 
to those who have just started, 
this wonderful news outlet al-
ways provided me with kind 
words, helpful advice and the 
warmest of hearts.
    On the first day I came to 
campus, I went into The Mont-
clarion office and asked the 
staff members about writing 
for the paper. The feeling of 
uncertainty I had made me 
think that it would not be so 
easy to join the school’s paper.
    However, the staff wel-
comed me immediately with 
open arms and as the old say-
ing goes, the rest was history. 
Though it will not likely hap-
pen, I wish to be welcomed at 
my future jobs with the same 
degree of warmth and respect 
that the staff of The Montclar-
ion did.
   As usual, my article has run 
a tad too long simply because I 
cannot contain the gratitude I 
have for The Montclarion fac-
ulty by helping me become a 
better writer and allowing me 
to do something that I hoped I 
would get to do one day. Even 
though I leave The Montclar-
ion staff this semester, they 
will hold a special place in 
my heart along with Montclair 
State University.
     Some of the best stories are 
the ones that have a great end-
ing. This article is my hope 
that I have given my story as 
a writer for The Montclarion a 
satisfying ending. I thank you 
all one final time and say good-
bye...until we meet again.
SENIOR GOODBYES
Alexandra Clark | The Montclarion
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Student Artist Profile
Kristilee Maiella 
Kristilee Maiella executes a forced arch lunge. 
Photo courtesy of Amanda Edore 
  Kristilee Maiella, a senior dance 
major, focuses on the performance 
aspect of dance as well as train-
ing in primarily ballet and modern 
technique. Maiella will be in the up-
coming Department of Theatre and 
Dance’s Works-a-Foot.
     Q: What organizations/activi-
ties are you involved in on cam-
pus?
    A: Due to my extremely busy 
schedule as a dance major, I have 
not yet had the chance to be a 
part of an on-campus organiza-
tion. However, I spend my week-
ends working at a local dance 
studio where I feel extremely 
fortunate to be able to teach and 
share my love for the beautiful 
art form of dance.
    Q: Describe your dance back-
ground.
    A: I began taking dance classes 
when I was only 2 years old. I 
started out in tap and jazz class-
es. I eventually grew up training 
in primarily ballet, modern, con-
temporary, jazz and musical the-
ater. I spent the majority of my 
dance training at a competition 
dance studio where I had the op-
portunity to travel and perform 
in several different dance compe-
titions as an ensemble dancer, as 
well as a soloist. In high school, I 
became very serious about dance 
and decided that I wanted to 
pursue it and further my dance 
training in college. I am now liv-
ing my dancing dreams here at 
Montclair State University, and I 
couldn’t be happier doing so. 
     Q: What is your favorite genre 
of dance?
  A: I truly love and respect all 
genres of dance, but if I had to 
choose a favorite I would proba-
bly pick contemporary because it 
combines elements of almost all 
genres of dance into one. I love 
the idea that contemporary is not 
confined to one specific style of 
movement. It can be contempo-
rary containing a jazzy, hip-hop 
flare or with a softer, more lyri-
cal-esque quality. Diversity and 
versatility are important aspects 
that every successful dancer 
should embody. I personally be-
lieve that contemporary dance 
allows a dancer the opportunity 
to showcase all that they are ca-
pable of.
   Q: What or whom inspires 
you? Why?
    A: Life Hall is a place where 
I am always reminded of how 
lucky I am to be dancing with 
amazingly talented dancers who 
constantly inspire me to be the 
very best dancer, artist and in-
dividual that I can possibly be. 
It is truly wonderful to be a part 
of a “family” whose members 
all collaboratively cultivate such 
a welcoming, encouraging and 
inspirational environment. I am 
challenged, positively influenced 
and inspired by those around me 
who share the same passion and 
personal goals that I do. Dance 
serves as an outlet of inspira-
tion for us all because it teaches 
us valuable life lessons and en-
courages us to come together as 
one. Dance inspires me to live life 
passionately without fear of tak-
ing risks and with my head held 
high.
      Q: Briefly explain your part in 
Works-a-Foot.
     A: This semester, I will be per-
forming in three pieces: “Hori-
zon” by Early Mosley, “To Have 
and To Hold” by Shapiro and 
Smith, and “Gift” by Stacey Took-
ey. It is truly an honor to be a part 
of these extraordinary works of 
art. I am forever grateful for the 
lessons I’ve learned and still con-
tinue to learn within the lengthy 
but rewarding rehearsal and cho-
reographic processes of each of 
these pieces.
     Q: What are your career goals? 
Where do you hope to work 
post-graduation?
  A: Post-graduation, I plan to 
continue and further my dance 
career by performing and teach-
ing other artists. I envision my-
self dancing on Broadway or 
even in a contemporary/mod-
ern-based company. Wherever 
my performance career takes me, 
I am confident in the fact that 
I will be happy as long as I am 
dancing and doing what I love 
and have worked so very hard at 
all of these years. After my per-
formance career, I would love to 
pass on my knowledge and love 
for dance to other future dancers, 
artists and performers, whether 
that be teaching as a professor in 
a college dance program or even 
as an instructor at a dance studio. 
   Q: If there is a quote or motto 
you live by, what is it? How do 
you live by it?
    A: I choose to live life one dance 
step at a time by realizing the im-
portance of remaining optimistic 
and understanding that achieve-
ment is only attainable through 
hard work.
Photo courtesy of SE Video
Kristilee is executing a penché in her self-choreographed lyrical solo at 
the American Dance Awards Nationals.
Photo courtesy of Katie Miller 
In front of the Alexander Kasser Theater on campus, Maiella performs a back attitude jeté. 
Kristilee performing a musical theater number choreographed by 
Scott Fowler in the American Dance Awards Nationals in Orlando, 
Florida.
Photo courtesy of SE Video
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Safer Sex is Sexy Week  
Students and guests win pleasurable prizes at Sex Toy Bingo 
               The Student Recreation Center gym was packed with more than 
400 students who came out to play bingo on Friday. This wasn’t your typi-
cal grandmother’s bingo hall as students were there to play Sex Toy Bingo 
during the annual Safer Sex is Sexy Week. The purpose of the event was 
to spread awareness about safer sex practices such as cleaning toys, self-
pleasure and safety.
     Sex Toy Bingo is the most popular event of the safer sex week. It contin-
ues to be a success year after year largely due to the excitement of engag-
ing with and learning about the taboo yet attractive topic. It’s an educa-
tional event that maintains a fun and inviting atmosphere, which is also 
why students love participating. 
      Carissa Ruf, program associate of Health Promotion and Campus Rec-
reation, believes it is important to educate students about the subject in a 
way that they will respond to.
     “We believe education on safer sex is important in order to provide 
students with the knowledge, tools, and resources they need to make in-
formed decisions about their health from medically accurate and reliable 
sources,” Ruf said. “We also work to provide resources and a safe and 
affirming environment for all students as a means to learn about sexual 
health regardless of whether they are currently sexually active.”
     Safer Sex is Sexy Week is unique because even though it’s taboo for 
some people, it’s fun and educational, too. The people at the heart of the 
program are passionate about student engagement and it’s clear that they 
succeeded from the event’s turnout.
       The gym’s atmosphere was energetic as everyone was engaged in the 
game of bingo. Most of the students were shouting and cheering when a 
number on their boards was called. The game consisted of several rounds 
and after each one, the winners received raffle tickets to put towards a 
prize of their choice.
      About 31 prizes were offered, in addition to free condoms and blue 
tie-dyed T-shirts given for the first 150 attendees that said “Shag Safely” 
on the front.
     “I got an email [from the school] and I remembered this being men-
tioned at orientation,” said freshman Nick Brenneisen, who attended 
Sex Toy Bingo with Jessica Moore, a student from Seton Hall University. 
“It sparked my interest. Also, a bunch of students from my classes were 
laughing about it, and I thought, ‘What the hell, I’ll go.’”
          In the middle of the game, the hostess paused to draw a raffle ticket so 
a student could spin the wheel, which also had non-sex related prizes like 
a printer and an Amazon Fire TV Stick. Sex toys included a 12-inch Cali-
fornia Exotics Smooth Double Dildo, a lipstick vibrator, a Clone-A-Willy 
glow-in-the-dark kit that makes an exact replica of a penis, a silicone cock 
ring and a Pipedream Icicles Gold Edition dildo designed to last a lifetime.
      Sara Marcus, a freshman music education major, said she was there 
because she thought it would be fun. She stressed the significance of safe 
sex because it helps prevent sexually transmitted infections (STIs).
     For this year’s event, Health Promotion worked with Weekends at 
Montclair, the LGBTQ Center, Commuter Student Programs and Services 
and Campus Recreation along with student organizations like RecBoard, 
Residence Hall Association, Montclair State Dance Company and Theta 
Delta Sigma.
Close to 500 students are said to have made it over to the rec center, participating in Sex Toy Bingo with classmates and friends. Jake Gongora| The Montclarion 
Rocky was not permitted to partake in Bingo and was unable to win any prizes.
Jake Gongora| The Montclarion
Freshman Nick Brenneisen and his guest Jessica Moore from Seton Hall University 
filled out their Bingo boards in hopes of leaving with some useful prizes.
Jake Gongora| The Montclarion
Students lined up against the back wall of the gym to take a look at some available prizes for Sex Toy Bingo win-
ners.
Jake Gongora| The Montclarion
Alli Getchell 
Contributing Writer
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A ‘Great Gatsby’ Affair
SLAM’s Winter Ball was a night of rich memories
                          
    
Students and guests were dancing to the “Wobble” line dance by V.I.C.
Tyler Vandenberg, also known as “DJ Trill,” and junior 
Brandon Myricks played a variety of music at this year’s 
Winter Ball.
Students were dancing throughout the evening to club bangers such as “Gasolina” by Daddy Yankee, “Low” by Flo Rida feat. T-Pain and “We Fly High” by Jim Jones.
Photos by Alfredo Garcia 
With at least a half-hour delay for each assigned bus, students head to the Winter Ball.
The center pieces on each table had white roses, pearls and feathers that suited the theme. 
The chandelier from the Wilshire Grand Hotel hung 
elegantly and brought the ball together.
Students at the Winter Ball held their arms in the air to DJ Khaled’s “All I Do Is Win” 
featuring Ludacris, Rick Ross, T-Pain and Snoop Dogg.
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Montclair State Chorale Brings Life to Old Art 
     The Cali School of Music’s annual Winter 
Chorale concert was a phenomenal success, 
combining a variety of musical stylings to put 
on a uniquely inspiring performance. 
     Dr. Heather J. Buchanan served as the con-
ductor with Steven W. Ryan as the accompa-
nist. Students put together a performance for all 
ages known as “Appalachian Requiem,” which 
featured a mixed chorus, soprano solos and a 
chamber orchestra. 
    According to Montclair State University’s 
website, the music piece addressed environ-
mental issues people faced during the strip min-
ing that occurred in Appalachia.
     “In the end, our responsibility as perform-
ers is to convey the human impulse underlying 
the musical meaning,” Buchanan stated within 
the concert’s pamphlet. “The marriage of texts 
and music in ‘Appalachian Requiem’ is exqui-
Adam Grassani
Staff Writer
site, and I sincerely trust our performance tonight 
will take you on a journey that is both inspiring and 
thought-provoking.”
      One of the most impressive aspects of the concert 
was how well designed it appeared to be. The first 
part of the show, dubbed the “Messiah,” was de-
scribed by Buchanan as a very simple introduction 
to the show to get both the chorale and audience 
warmed up. Only the voices of the singers and the 
playing of the piano were heard. At the end, mem-
bers of the audience were invited to participate in 
singing “Hallelujah.” There was no better way than 
that to send the show into intermission.
     Buchanan did a fantastic job not only as the con-
ductor but as the master of ceremonies as well. She 
communicated with the audience very clearly in be-
tween songs during the ‘Messiah,’ telling the audi-
ence the name of the upcoming song and what to 
expect from it. In short, she presented the concert to 
the audience flawlessly.
      Once the show returned from intermission, play 
time was over. The “Messiah” did its job to warm 
the audience up. Afterward, it was time for the perfor-
mance to go full steam ahead into the “Appalachian Re-
quiem.” Now the concert was able to vastly expand in 
the use of instruments, adding flutes, violins and more to 
the performance. Visually, song lyrics were now shown 
on a small but wide screen from above, compensating for 
the complex vocals.
    Of course, the highlight of the show was the actual 
music. The chorale was able to convey so many differ-
ent paces, moods and atmospheres throughout the per-
formance. For example in part two of the “Appalachian 
Requiem,” the “Sequence,” the music became more epic 
with deeper lyrics while getting more atmospheric with a 
faster pace in the next part, the “Afferatium.” 
     The music’s pace slowed down in “Sanctus” with soft-
er music pieces then ended the show with a bang, spe-
cifically known as “Lux Aeterna.” The music started off 
joyous, then became more dramatic before slowly getting 
calmer and bringing the concert to a close.
     The Montclair State University Singers and Chorale 
put on a phenomenal performance. It was brilliantly de-
signed, messaged and most of all, performed.
Photo courtesy of Rob Davidson
The Montclair State Singers and Chorale’s work addressed the devastating environmental and economic impact strip mining has had on the Appalachian 
people.
Rick Ross Scheduled to Perform 
at Montclair’s Wellmont Theater
     T-Pain may have disappointed some of 
Montclair State University’s students for the 
annual homecoming concert, but rapper Rick 
Ross is guaranteed to deliver a great perfor-
mance before the year ends. 
       Ross will be coming to the Wellmont The-
ater stage on Friday, Dec. 29 with the show 
scheduled to start at 8 p.m.
     The Wellmont Theater, located at 5 Sey-
mour St. in Montclair, New Jersey, is known 
for having talented on-the-rise rappers hit 
their stage in 2017 like Famous Dex, A Boogie 
wit da Hoodie, Playboi Carti and Lil Uzi Vert, 
but veteran hip-hop artist Ross will perform at 
the 2,500-person capacity venue.
      To the astonishment of many, the concert 
was announced on Monday, Nov. 20 with the 
presale beginning on Wednesday, Nov. 22 
and tickets are currently available to the pub-
lic. Tickets range from $49.50 for balcony seats 
to the most expensive being $195 for front row 
seats. They can be purchased via ticketmaster.
com or at the Wellmont Theater box office.
      This was a surprise announcement because 
Ross is considered a “god” in the rap game, 
and it seemed a bit too unreal that he would 
perform right here at the Wellmont Theater. 
There is nothing wrong with the venue, but 
Ross is a multiplatinum recording artist who 
has performed on the biggest stages like the 
BET Music Awards and Hot 97’s annual Sum-
mer Jam concert held at MetLife Stadium. 
This only makes Ross’s upcoming show at the 
Wellmont Theater even more special.
    “I’m shocked,” said Marrick Sainvil, a se-
nior marketing major who hoped to bring his 
friends. “I didn’t know he was coming. I listen 
to his music, and I might go.”
    Ross is recognized for his signature “Ru-
ugh!” moans within his music and has been 
a fan favorite for years. He has been drop-
ping albums and mixtapes, collaborating with 
the biggest names in the industry such as DJ 
Khaled, Drake and Lil Wayne back in 2012 in 
the song “I’m on One.” 
     Ross is fresh off just finishing his first of-
ficial international tour “Checkers Vs. Wing-
stop,” which hit Europe and made stops in 
Italy, Belgium, Abu Dhabi, the U.K., Spain, 
France, Austria and Switzerland.
     At this upcoming show, the audience can 
expect Ross, aka the Big Boss, to perform 
songs from his latest album “Rather You Than 
Me,” which contains featured artists Yo Got-
ti, Nas, Future, Gucci Mane, Meek Mill and 
Young Thug. However, they can also expect 
him to perform his previous hits “9 Piece” and 
“Blowin’ Money Fast.” 
     In a recent interview in the U.K., Ross spoke 
about his upcoming 10th studio album “Port 
of Miami 2,” which is expected to drop in less 
than two months. However, there is no de-
finitive release date. Perhaps the Big Boss will 
give Montclair an exclusive sneak peak.
     To make the show even better, Ross will 
not be the only performer of the night. Mont-
clair’s own Blaze Montana will be the special 
guest opening for Ross. The Montclair native 
rapper will get the crowd warmed up for Ross 
in what seems like a dream come true for any 
up-and-coming rapper.
    Dec. 29 will be approaching quickly and 
people need to purchase their tickets soon. It 
will definitely be a night to remember for all 
fans of rap and of Ross’ music.
Cristian Inga
Staff Writer
Photo courtesy of wellmonttheater.comRick Ross will perform at The Wellmont Theater in Montclair, New Jersey on Dec. 29.
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‘She’s Gotta Have It’ is Back and Diving 
Head First into the Life of Nola Darling
Alexyss Panfire
Conributing Writer
    Spike Lee’s highly antici-
pated Netflix remake of “She’s 
Gotta Have It” continues to in-
spire many black filmmakers 
and capture viewers’ interest. 
In 1986, the film revolutionized 
American movies because of 
how African-Americans were 
strongly portrayed.
       The movie and show is about 
the hectic life of Nola Darling, 
a beautiful and charismatic 
young woman that is explor-
ing her identity. While living 
the single life in Fort Greene, 
Brooklyn, she juggles sexual 
relationships with three men. 
The three men have completely 
different personalities that Nola 
finds attractive. Greer Childs is 
a self-absorbed male model, Ja-
mie Overstreet is courteous and 
suave and Mars Blackmon is a 
die-hard Knicks fan with a seri-
ous shoe addiction.
      On Netflix, the film has been 
adapted to 10-episode-long 
mini series where Nola also 
pursues a short-lived relation-
ship with a lesbian mother and 
plant nursery owner. The series 
adds a new dialogue regarding 
Nola’s pansexuality.
     What was different between 
the original film and the show 
was how the characters’ mono-
logues broke the fourth wall. 
This was also a theme that con-
tinued in the colorful Netflix 
remake. The film and series in-
cluded a lot of narration, which 
was something different and 
unfamiliar to me.
     As the film progressed, I felt 
bored. It was unfortunate that 
the audience was unable to ex-
plore Nola Darling’s character, 
so she was not as interesting as 
I found her to be in the show. In 
the show, Nola Darling’s char-
acter, played by DeWanda Wise, 
had more depth and was more 
relatable due to it being set in 
present day. Viewers could see 
how her life was as a struggling 
young artist living in the now 
gentrified Brooklyn.
     Nola’s sexual adventures are 
deemed more socially accept-
able in the series than it was in 
the film. She owned her sexu-
ality and freedom as a black 
woman and it was definitely ad-
mired, but she still had to prove 
that women cannot express 
their sexuality as freely as men. 
In this show, Nola felt more like 
someone that would be a down-
to-earth friend. In the movie, 
she seemed a bit more distant 
because viewers did not get to 
find out more about her.
    Another big difference be-
tween the show and movie was 
the way issues were handled. 
Bodily insecurities, racism, 
gentrification, street and sexual 
harassment were some of the 
topics discussed in the show. I 
found that a lot of these topics 
are extremely relevant today 
and imperative to talk about.
     In the movie, Lee made 
a huge mistake of including 
and normalizing a rape scene, 
which he later apologized for. 
He changed this in the series 
to Nola being harassed on the 
street and dealing with the 
repercussions of that. It shed 
light on the fact that any type 
of harassment is enough to 
send someone into a downward 
spiral, which is something that 
was not addressed in the ‘80s 
when the film came out. I can 
only have respect for him for 
doing that.
      Another component of the 
series I found to be interesting 
was the use of album covers 
after every scene to show what 
song was just playing. I loved 
the music selections from Mary 
J. Blige to Jill Scott. It was an all-
around superb choice in hav-
ing the covers as a modernized 
transition into another scene.
    Although the series was en-
gaging for a younger audience, 
I found that it felt forced a lot 
of the time. It was quite obvi-
ous that the writers were not as 
young as they should have been 
for the sake of the script. The 
usage of hashtags was overex-
aggerated and some of the char-
acter dialogue seemed forced in 
the effort to reach millennials.
    The series seemed to be a 
better choice for a modern-day 
watcher. This does not take 
away from the undeniable suc-
cess of the movie, and it was 
great to have both perspectives.
DeWanda Wise and Anthony Ramos costar in “She’s Gotta Have It.” Photo Courtesy of David Lee via Netflix
‘The Disaster Artist’ Review
Franco Brothers Team Up For First Movie Together
      Based on a book of the same name 
by Greg Sestero and Tom Bissell, “The 
Disaster Artist” is directed by and star-
ring James Franco as Tommy Wiseau and 
co-starring Dave Franco as Greg Sestero. 
The film is about the chaotic production 
of the cult film, “The Room.” For those 
who don’t know, “The Room” is often 
referred to as the “Citizen Kane” of 
bad movies. From Tommy Wiseau’s 
strange acting to his poor direction, 
there has been curiosity around how 
the terrible film got made, and “The 
Disaster Artist” is here to explain. 
     The best aspect of “The Disaster 
Artist” is how much it pays tribute to 
“The Room” rather than mocking it. 
It would have been so easy for Fran-
co and friends to make a straight-up 
comedy about how bad “The Room” 
is. While “The Disaster Artist” is 
very much a comedy, I left with a lot 
more respect for Wiseau’s film than 
when I walked in with.
    James and Dave Franco are fantas-
tic in their respective roles and really 
sold how these two people become 
friends. James Franco especially im-
presses by capturing the mannerisms 
and emotions of Wiseau. Seth Rogen 
was great as a character that acted as 
the audience, calling out the absurd 
nature of Wiseau. I also got a big kick 
out of Zac Efron and Josh Hutcherson 
just for being perfectly cast in their re-
spective roles.
     Reading up about what inspired 
James Franco to make this movie, 
I found it interesting to see that he 
came across Greg Sestero’s book be-
fore even seeing and becoming a fan 
of “The Room.” With how much at-
tention went into Sestero and Wi-
seau’s friendship, it is clear that 
James Franco intended on making 
an adaption of the book, rather than 
a retelling of the most iconic parts of 
“The Room.”
     I’m curious to see what someone 
who hasn’t seen “The Room” would 
think of “The Disaster Artist,” be-
cause I can’t imagine someone en-
joying this movie without knowing 
the context behind it. I would highly 
recommend seeing “The Room” first 
and reading Sestero’s “The Disaster 
Artist” after seeing the film version. 
Think of the book as giving more in-
formation that wasn’t able to fit into 
an hour and 45 minute runtime.
   “The Disaster Artist” has been 
hyped up on the internet as one of 
the best films of the year. It’s disap-
pointing that a film like this is getting 
hyped up for award season by critics 
who see it early. While I walked out 
of the theater loving “The Disaster 
Artist,” I do not think it is as good of 
a film as critics are praising it to be. 
    “The Disaster Artist” is a really 
great film thanks to James Franco 
and his passion for this story. The 
movie succeeds at making you laugh. 
It gives insight into two friends who 
bond over wanting to make it in Hol-
lywood. I strongly recommend you 
check out “The Disaster Artist” in 
theaters, but watch “The Room” first 
to really get the most out of it.
8.5/10
Collin De Lade
Staff Writer
“The Disaster Artist” was released on Dec. 1. Photo Courtesy of A24
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Jaden Smith Remains His Usual 
Self with Debut Album ‘SYRE’
Josue Dajes
Managing Editor 
       After three long years dedi-
cated toward the project, Jaden 
Smith’s debut album “SYRE” 
finally released in mid-Novem-
ber.
    Named after his middle 
name, “SYRE” is a beautifully 
produced work of art with 
questionable lyrics and a sick 
flow. Smith’s skill set is much 
different now than when he 
was featured in Justin Bieber’s 
2011 hit “Never Say Never.” In 
“SYRE,” his young, misunder-
stood thoughts have translated 
into songs instead of tweets. 
     The album starts out with a 
unique four-song intro that is 
rarely, if ever, done in any al-
bum. The four songs spell out 
the word “BLUE.” Collectively, 
all four songs are accumulated 
into one whole track, but it is 
broken up into four parts. Each 
song is titled with a letter of the 
word, starting out with the first 
song “B.”
     His sister Willow starts out 
“B” with a beautiful sermon 
about God’s creations and her 
trouble sleeping before going 
into her chorus about feeling 
“blue.” The instrumental per-
fectly matches her voice and the 
song’s vibe. As the song moves 
toward the end, Smith enters 
into the scene with a flow that 
will have a listener’s head bob-
bing.
     After the “BLUE” intro, Smith 
goes into another song that 
demonstrates his type of flow. 
“Breakfast” displays the quick-
ness of his delivery when he 
spits. This song features A$AP 
Rocky, who does not have a 
verse on the song but has back-
ground vocals. 
      In “Hope,” Smith talks about 
his conspiracy theories. He 
states within the song,
    “But lately this is not a con-
spiracy, I don’t label myself a 
conspiracist / I need a therapist 
look, ‘Fahrenheit 451’ / Build-
ing seven wasn’t hit and there’s 
more sh*t to come / The penta-
gon is on a run.”
   Smith thinks society has 
its flaws, comparing it to the 
dystopian world of the novel 
“Fahrenheit 451,” where books 
are outlawed. In the next verse, 
he refers to the 7 World Trade 
Center that fell from the impact 
of the plane crashes on the near-
by twin towers in the surround-
ing area on 9/11.
    In a recent interview with 
Complex Magazine, Smith said 
“Lost Boy” is one of his favor-
ite songs ever. The song refers 
to him feeling like a lost boy, a 
potential nod to Peter Pan. His 
girlfriend Odessa Adlon sings 
the background vocals. It’s a 
song with a mellow guitar in-
strumental throughout.
     “Icon” has seemed to get the 
most traction on social media 
due to its music video in which 
Smith is stunting his wealth. 
In the song, he calls himself an 
“icon,” which is controversial 
since many people may not 
agree with that. It would be a 
different scenario if he would 
have referred to his father as 
one.
     “Watch Me” is reminiscent of 
Kanye West’s “Black Skinhead” 
song from his “Yeezus” album. 
In many cases throughout the 
album, Smith sounds like a mil-
lennial Yeezy. Kid Cudi has 
also been another musical influ-
ence for Smith. He premiered 
the slow burner “Fallen” on 
Cudi’s twitter account about a 
year ago.
     The second half of the album 
is not as strong as the first half 
in my opinion. Most songs to-
ward the end of the album are 
forgettable. The “BLUE” intro 
really makes the album. If it 
weren’t for that intro, people 
might not continue listening. 
    The true winner of this album 
is the production. The instru-
mentals are great and the tran-
sitions from song to song are 
fantastic.
     “SYRE” is a solid album. This 
is who Smith is, and it’s just a 
way to display it to the world 
though his music. It will be in-
teresting to hear how his music 
develops over the next 10 years 
as he starts entering adulthood.
7.5/10
Photo courtesy of Roc NationJaden Smith’s debut album “SYRE” was released on Nov. 17.
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This Week In
Red Hawk 
Sports
Red Hawk Recap
Red Hawks Women’s Swimming: 157
Misericordia University: 98
Red Hawks Women’s Basketball: 54
Rutgers-Newark: 43
No Games
Men’s Indoor Track at 
Fast Times Before Finals
TBA
Women’s Indoor Track at 
Fast Times Before Finals
TBA
Men’s Hockey at
University of 
New Hampshire
8 p.m.
SAT 12/9
SUN 12/10
No Games
Men’s Indoor Track at 
Fast Times Before Finals
TBA
Women’s Indoor Track at 
Fast Times Before Finals
TBA
Men’s Basketball vs 
Rowan Univesity
1 p.m.
Women’s Basketball vs 
Rowan Univesity
3 p.m.
Men’s Hockey at
Marist College
4:15 p.m.
MON 12/11
No Games
TUE 12/12
Women’s Basketball vs 
Brooklyn College
6 p.m.
WED 12/13
No Games
Red Hawks Men’s Swimming: 144
Misericordia University: 103
THU 12/7
FRI 12/8
Sports
Red Hawks Men’s Basketball: 73
Rutgers-Newark: 66
Jordan Roberson (5) rushes back in transition as the bench celebrates behind him.
Sean Blair
Contributing Writer
     Montclair State University 
came away with their fifth win 
of the season behind a strong 
play from guard Jovanni Cha-
tham and forward Jarrett Bogus 
on Monday.
    It had been six years since the 
last win against the Rutgers-
Newark Scarlet Raiders, dating 
back to their 75-69 win in 2011. 
They earned their 63rd win all 
time versus the Scarlet Raiders, 
73-66.
     The Red Hawks, however, 
would get off to a slow start 
struggling from the field and 
behind the arc but would turn it 
around soon after the first five 
minutes of the first half. Cha-
tham’s game-high 21 points and 
three assists led a strong show-
ing for the offense of Montclair 
State while Jarrett Bogus, who’s 
been averaging 11.2 points per 
game, racked up 19 points along 
with his two assists in a 73-66 
win over Rutgers-Newark.
   Other key contributors were 
Daniel Ramis who had 12 points 
off the bench and Turkish na-
tive Kaan Yilamz with his two 
big-time blocks, which sealed 
the deal for Montclair State.
   Both teams began the game 
with very strong interior de-
fenses, with the score remain-
ing close throughout the entire 
first half. Only 46 of the total 
139 points came in the paint, 24 
for Rutgers-Newark and 22 for 
Montclair State. Each team was 
itching to go off on a run, but it 
never happened. Kenya Brown 
gave Rutgers some momentum 
at the end of the first half when 
he scored a layup right before 
the buzzer sending the game 
into halftime only down by one, 
32-31.
    Assistant coach Will Bishop 
knew the defensive intensity to 
start the game had to change.
    “I think in the beginning our 
guys were a little nervy,” Bish-
op said. “We settled down in 
the second half and took care of 
the basketball a little more.”
    Montclair State did make the 
proper adjustments to come 
away with this gritty victory. 
As the second half began they 
turned up the defense and 
started to pull away toward the 
end with timely free throws and 
great individual play on both 
sides of the ball. To begin the 
second half, Ramis nailed a big-
time three-pointer. Chatham’s 
driving ability to the hole kept 
Rutgers-Newark on their heels 
as well.
     “We told our guys at half 
time what was really hurting 
us,” Bishop said. “If we could 
move the ball side to side and 
run our offense [with] no un-
forced turnovers, we would be 
successful in the second half.”
     Coach Bishop liked Cha-
tham’s play during the game.
     “He was big,” Bishop said. 
“He’s been locked in all season 
and has had good practices. 
That’s the type of performance 
we expect out of him all sea-
son.”
     He seemed to be pleased with 
the play of the team, which was 
clear by the emotions shown by 
the bench all day. The coach’s 
intensity kept the team in the 
game during the run the Scarlet 
Raiders would make late in the 
second half. Timely timeouts 
and execution on offense helped 
them grind out another victory 
to complement this great start 
to the season.
     The men’s basketball team 
will finish off the fall 2017 se-
mester with three more games. 
They will go on the road to face 
William Paterson University on 
Wednesday, Dec. 6 at 8 p.m., 
then will come home to face 
Rowan University on Saturday, 
Dec. 9 at 1 p.m. Finally, Utica 
College will come to Montclair 
State on Saturday, Dec. 16 at 1 
p.m.
Men’s Basketball Off to Strong 
Start: Wins Close Game Over 
Rutgers-Newark 73-66
Adam Grassani
Staff Writer
Red Hawks beat Scarlet Raiders for first time since 2011
Taylor Risley | The Montclarion
Taylor Risley | The Montclarion
Taylor Risley | The Montclarion
Joseph Radi (22) pulls up for a shot from behind the arc as Rutgers-Newark 
defends.
Jarrett Bogus (20) drives past a Rutgers-Newark defender and towards the 
basket.
Red Hawks Women’s Basketball: 65
William Paterson University: 56
Red Hawks Men’s Hockey: 2
Sacred Heart University: 10
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Powerful McKinnon Helps Women’s 
Basketball in 54-43 Win 
Over Rutgers-Newark
    The Red Hawks’ uncharacter-
istically sluggish start in Satur-
day’s game against New Jersey 
Athletic Conference (NJAC) 
rival Rutgers-Newark was not 
what head coach Karin Harvey 
and her squad had intended. 
Despite struggling to establish 
consistency offensively early 
on, her squad managed to turn 
it around in short order.
    After going ahead 9-8 off a 
put-back layup by center Tay-
lor Harmon 5:32 into the first 
quarter at Panzer Athletic Cen-
ter, the Red Hawks would not 
relinquish their lead for the re-
mainder of the contest en route 
to a convincing 54-43 victory, 
improving to 6-1 on the season 
(3-0 in NJAC).
      The Red Hawks took a 
stranglehold on the game after 
exerting pressure on Rutgers-
Newark ball handlers with a 
suffocating half-court defense, 
disrupting the Scarlet Raid-
ers’ attempts at setting up 
plays with a healthy shot clock. 
Their dominance on the glass 
throughout proved to be the 
decisive factor though, with all 
eight players in the rotation re-
cording at least one rebound.
     “Overall, I was very happy 
with our effort and execution of 
our game plan,” Harvey said. 
“We have been working on do-
ing a better job rebounding, es-
pecially on the offensive end, 
and it showed. It was a team 
effort out-rebounding [Rutgers] 
Newark by six and getting 14 
offensive boards.”
    Sophomore forward Alex 
McKinnon led the charge with 
eight boards: six defensive and 
two offensive. McKinnon has 
shined in her “glue” role, serv-
ing as a gritty competitor who 
is never afraid to dive into the 
dirty areas of the floor to con-
tribute in all categories on both 
ends. McKinnon finished with 
Keanan Carter
Staff Writer
12 points, eight rebounds, two 
assists, three blocks and two 
steals. Her hustle was not left 
unheralded.
    “I loved how Alex played 
yesterday,” Harvey said em-
phatically. “Things have really 
started to click for Alex, and 
she is doing a tremendous job. 
All the little things she is doing: 
how she plays post defense, 
how hard she is crashing the 
boards. Really a great job all the 
way around.”
    The dynamic duo of seniors, 
forward Katie Sire and guard 
Katie Tobie, guided the Red 
Hawks offense. Each logged 
37 minutes respectively. Sire, 
one of the most prolific scor-
ers in the nation and reigning 
NJAC Player of the Year, led 
the Red Hawks in scoring with 
15 points while also chipping in 
with six total rebounds and four 
steals. Meanwhile the floor gen-
eral, Tobie, dropped 11 points 
to go along with five rebounds, 
four assists and two blocks. The 
upperclassmen tandem will be 
relied upon heavily coping with 
a down-scaled roster from here 
on out. Yet, the silver lining is 
that it presents an opportunity 
for the team to become an even 
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more cohesive unit and for 
younger players to develop.
     “Having a small roster can 
sometimes be challenging,” 
said Harvey. “We have to be 
more aware of foul trouble, our 
legs staying fresh and things 
like that. However, there are 
also a lot of positives with a 
small roster. Our team is very 
close, they have great relation-
ships and players are getting a 
lot more reps in practice than 
maybe they would with a larger 
roster.”
     The Red Hawks are focused 
on remaining undefeated in 
conference play heading into 
this week.They traveled to Wil-
liam Paterson University on 
Wednesday at 6 p.m. and will 
be hosting Rowan University 
on Saturday, Dec. 9 at 3 p.m.
    “[They are] always big con-
ference opponents and tough 
teams to play,” said Harvey. 
“William Paterson is well 
coached and they play tough. 
We will have to do a lot of the 
things we did well on Satur-
day in terms of defending and 
rebounding. Rowan is playing 
great. Very fast-paced and lots 
of scoring. I haven’t started to 
game plan yet, but I am guess-
ing transition defense will be a 
major key in that game.”
The Montclair State women’s basketball team (6-1) moves in transition against Rutgers-Newark on Saturday night. Taylor Risley | The Montclarion
Katie Sire goes one-on-one with a Rutgers-Newark defender.
Taylor Risley | The Montclarion
Taylor Risley| The Montclarion
The Red Hawks won their fifth-straight game behind Alex McKinnon (21), Katie Sire (11), 
and Kate Tobie (14).
Sire drops 15 points on NJAC rival Scarlet Raiders
